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Indian Navy ship to undertake hydrographic survey in Tanzania 

In an initiative to bolster bilateral relations with friendly foreign countries and navies 

in the Indian ocean region, a hydrographic survey ship of the Southern Naval Command 

has reached Dar-es-Salaam, in Tanzania, for undertaking joint Hydrographic Survey 

along with the Tanzanian Navy, the Indian Navy said on Thursday. The ship -- INS 

Sarvekshak -- reached Dar-es-Salaam on Wednesday and will conduct a joint survey 

with the naval personnel of Tanzania who have been trained in India in the National 

Institute of Hydrography, Goa. During the survey, training of Tanzanian naval 

personnel will also be undertaken on advanced hydrographic equipment and practices. 

The ship will visit Dar-es-Salaam harbour in Tanzania during her stay for refueling and 

replenishing stores and provisions. Joint exercises with Tanzanian Navy are also 

planned during the period of deployment. The ship will be undertaking pioneer survey 

of Pemba Island which would include detailed surveys of Port of Wesha and Kiuyo and 

Pemba Channel in Tanzania, and on completion will be proceeding to Port Louis in 

Mauritius in December for survey of Grand Port. 

In recent past, Indian naval hydrographic ships Jamuna, Sutlej and Darshak have 

undertaken various hydrographic surveys of Dar-es-Salaam, Zanzibar, Makoni and Port 

Tanga in Tanzania. INS Sarvekshak has also undertaken various foreign cooperation 

surveys in the last few years in Sri Lanka, Mauritius, Seychelles and Kenya. INS 

Sarvekshak is a specialised survey ship of the Indian Navy presently based at Kochi and 

is fitted with state-of-the-art survey equipment like Deep Sea Multi-beam Echo Sounder 

System, Side Scan Sonars and a fully automated digital surveying and processing 

system. 

In addition, the ship carries an integral Chetak helicopter which would be extensively 

deployed during the survey. This ships is the second one of the Darshak class of ships 

and has a complement of 15 officers and 175 sailors and is presently commanded by 

Captain Peush Pawsey. Interestingly, the officer -- prior to this appointment -- was 

commanding INS Darshak and had undertaken a similar survey in Tanzania in 2016. 

Source: www.business-standard.com, 16 November 2017 

http://www.business-standard.com/article/news-ians/indian-navy-ship-to-undertake-hydrographic-survey-in-tanzania-117111601552_1.html
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Defence Minister urged to suspend joint exercise with Saudis over Yemen 

blockade 

 - Sophie McNeill and Andrew Greene 

The ABC revealed on Wednesday that in August, the Royal Australian Navy conducted 

training with its Saudi counterpart on the Red Sea, not far from where the Saudi-led 

coalition is enforcing its naval blockade. Greens senator Peter Whish-Wilson told 

Parliament the Defence Minister must now take immediate action and suspend all 

military exercises with Saudi Arabia while it continues to enforce the blockade. "Cancel 

any military exercises with Saudi Arabia, especially naval exercises, and make a 

statement that we find their blockade of Yemen and the unfolding humanitarian 

catastrophe there totally unacceptable," he said in the Senate. Defence Minister Marise 

Payne told Parliament the ADF played an active role in the US-led combined maritime 

force in the region, but has not supported the Saudi action against Yemen. "Our 

contribution to maritime security in the Middle East region … does not include 

enforcement of any blockade on Yemen. We are in no way involved in that process," she 

said in response to questions. Senator Whish-Wilson asked the Defence Minister what 

discussions had taken place within Defence and the Government before the exercise 

went ahead "about the dangers of conducting this exercise now", referring to the 

"perception of complicity" in the blockade and "a taint on the Royal Australian Navy". 

The Defence Minister did not respond to the question directly. She described the 

training between the Royal Australian Navy and the Saudi navy as "opportunistic", 

saying they occur "from time to time" on a "opportunity basis". 

Elaine Pearson, the Australian Director of Human Rights Watch, told the ABC that some 

opportunities "just aren't worth taking up". "This is absolutely the wrong time for 

Australia to be sending the message to Saudi Arabia that is it just business as usual," she 

said. Ms Pearson said Senator Payne and the ADF should be taking every opportunity 

to urge the Saudi navy to comply with international humanitarian law and stop 

obstructing aid to Yemen. The Human Rights Watch Director said the Defence Minister 

did not answer the question of what exact assistance and training was being provided to 

the Saudis. "We do absolutely have concerns if that training is about making the Saudi 

navy more efficient in how it carries out its business, because its business at the moment 

is about repeatedly violating international law," Ms Pearson said. Senator Payne also 

did not reply to a question asking her to condemn the blockade of Yemen, saying she 

was seeking advice from the office of the Minister for Foreign Affairs. 

http://www.abc.net.au/news/sophie-mcneill/4516794
http://www.abc.net.au/news/andrew-greene/4827818
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2017-11-15/ran-exercise-with-saudis-criticised/9152438
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The UN has warned that if Saudi Arabia does not allow the port to reopen there could 

be the largest famine the world has seen "in decades" and that "millions of Yemenis 

could starve". Saudi Arabia has been accused of contravening UN security council 

resolutions by implementing a tight air and sea blockade that has blocked al UN 

humanitarian flights and closed the county's major sea port at Hodeidah on the Red Sea. 

Seven million Yemenis are already classified by the UN as being on the brink of famine 

and Senator Wish-Wilson referred to recent footage of emaciated Yemeni children being 

treated for malnutrition. "We have all seen the harrowing images. Barely more than skin 

and bones," he told the Senate. 

Source: www.abc.net.au, 16 November 2017 

 

Japan donates patrol boats to Coast Guard 

- Gaea Katreena Cabico 

MANILA, Philippines — The Japanese government on Thursday has donated patrol 

watercrafts to the Philippine Coast Guard as part of its commitment to help boost the 

country’s maritime security. Japan has provided three rigid hull inflatable boats. The 

boats are 7.3 meters longs and can sail up to 45 to 60 knots per hour. The East Asian 

country will donate seven more boats in 2018. “This was donated to us during the 

president’s visit to Japan early this year in the amount of ¥600 million to help the PCG 

in the fight against terrorism and piracy,” PCG Spokesperson Commander Armand 

Balilo told Philstar.com. National Security Adviser Hermogenes Esperon and Japan 

State Minister for Foreign Affairs Kentaro Sonoura led the activity. The Japanese 

government told PCG that it will build four radar stations in Sibutu Passage where there 

had been sea piracy incidents. During his press briefing Tuesday night, Prime Minister 

Shinzo Abe said that his government will provide maritime support to the Philippines 

as the country is positioned in a “strategic location on the sea lane.” “As such, it is 

confronted with challenges such as those of maritime security and terrorism. In 

addition, it now falls under the domain of North Korean’s ballistic missile,” he said. 

In his three meetings with Duterte this year, Abe said that he and the Philippine 

president have agreed to “deepen our cooperation.” “In addition to providing Philippine 

Coast Guard with patrol and high speed vessels which has already been implemented, 

we have decided on a ¥1-billion grant in aid to coastal surveillance, radar facilities and 

http://www.abc.net.au/news/2017-11-09/un-warns-yemen-blockade-may-create-largest-famine-in-decades/9134840
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2017-11-16/marise-payne-urged-suspend-military-exercises-with-saudi-arabia/9159302
http://www.philstar.com/author/Gaea%20Katreena%20Cabico/
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some documents were exchanged in the presence of myself and President Duterte,” the 

Japanese leader said. Abe added that Japan will provide assistance of approximately 

¥15 billion to improve the peace and order in Mindanao and the Celebes Sea. On 

Monday, Duterte and Abe witnessed the signing of noted on the sidelines of their 

bilateral meeting during the 31st Association of Southeast Asian Nations Summit The 

Japanese assistance include ¥104.53 billion (P46 billion) for the first phase of the Metro 

Manila Subway Project, ¥9.399 billion (P4 billion) for the construction of a bypass road 

along the Philippine-Japan Friendship Highway in Plaridel, Bulacan. Japan will also 

provide an aid grant of ¥2.5 billion (1 billion) for the procurement of equipment and 

materials for counterterrorism such as coast watch radar and reconstruction of war-torn 

Marawi City. 

Source: www.philstar.com, 16 November 2017 

 

Afghanistan’s Stabilization can ensure Maritime Security 

- M. Ashraf Haidari 

I recently participated in an international maritime conference—SAGAR Discourse 

dialogue organized by the Forum for Integrated National Security—that discussed 

“security and growth for all” in the Indian Ocean region. The conference took place in 

India’s coastal city of Goa, which has a long history of maritime trade and commercial 

exchange among different civilizations of the South, East and West. Coming from a 

landlocked country, Afghanistan, it was a unique learning experience for the author, as 

he listened to speaker after speaker on the challenges and opportunities that involve 

blue oceans. Because many of the difficulties facing maritime security are land-based, 

an inclusive approach—which promotes cooperation and partnership between littoral 

and landlocked countries to resolve their shared problems—should be utilized. It goes 

without saying that maritime security, on which much else depends, is interconnected 

with events in landlocked countries. Afghanistan is a prime example: over the past forty 

years, geopolitical tensions have imposed destructive conflicts on what is one of the 

most naturally endowed countries at the heart of rising Asia. 

In absence of peace in Afghanistan to enable sustainable development that secures the 

future of its youthful population, poverty permeates the Afghan society. And this 

http://www.philstar.com/headlines/2017/11/16/1759500/japan-donates-patrol-boats-coast-guard
http://nationalinterest.org/profile/m-ashraf-haidari
http://nationalinterest.org/feature/the-new-afghanistan-policy-set-the-question-how-implement-it-22285
http://nationalinterest.org/feature/order-afghanistan-succeed-america-must-let-it-decentralize-22208
http://nationalinterest.org/feature/10-fatal-flaws-donald-trumps-afghanistan-plan-22021
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provides an enabling environment for such maritime security challenges as terrorism, 

drug trafficking, arms smuggling and human trafficking—among others. 

Over the past sixteen years, Afghanistan has been a victim of state-sponsorship of 

terrorism. As a proxy of a coastal state, the Taliban have daily killed and maimed 

innocent Afghans, while destroying the infrastructure that should help connect and 

integrate Afghanistan with its surrounding resourceful regions in the North and South 

for increased trade, business and investment. State-sponsored terrorism has allowed 

some twenty other terrorist networks with global and regional reach to operate out of 

Afghanistan. At the same time, this imposed insecurity has enabled a permissive 

environment for mass drug cultivation and production in Afghanistan, which now 

provides more than 90 percent of regional and global demand for drugs. In turn, 

revenues from the drug trade finance terrorism and fuel dysfunctional corruption that 

undermines governance and rule of law, which together destabilize drug producing and 

transit countries alike. Because of the interconnectedness of these imposed security 

challenges, Afghanistan is facing a complex humanitarian crisis with diminishing 

human security. Hence, this makes the country a major source of refugees and asylum 

seekers, who are often ferried by human smugglers to Europe, Australia and elsewhere. 

As we see, what is imposed on and happens in countries like Afghanistan directly affect 

maritime security. This dangerous situation necessitates that littoral and landlocked 

states no longer pause but join hands, pool their resources, and share intelligence to 

pursue and implement a common counterterrorism strategy—one that doesn’t make 

any distinction between terrorist networks. Alongside this effort, they must work 

together to free their nations off abject poverty, knowing that a lack of human security 

allows terrorists, extremists, and state-sponsors of terrorism to recruit among the 

jobless, destitute youth to radicalize, brainwash and exploit them in conflicts of their 

choice. 

Indeed, the best way to fight poverty that feeds terrorism is to foster political and 

security confidence-building through regional economic cooperation. The latter can 

serve as an important enabler in deepening connectivity, enhancing competitiveness 

and productivity, lowering transaction costs, and expanding markets in any region. How 

can this be done? In fact, Afghanistan has already put forth a strategic solution for 

adoption and implementation by its coastal and landlocked neighbors: The Heart of 

Asia–Istanbul Process (HOA-IP) and The Regional Economic Cooperation Conference 

on Afghanistan. 
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These Afghanistan-led processes were established to help secure regional cooperation 

for the country’s stabilization and sustainable development, thereby ensuring stability 

and prosperity throughout its surrounding regions. Even though they remain 

underutilized so far, it is in the best short- and long-term interests of coastal and non-

coastal countries that participate in the two processes to double and triple their efforts 

to achieve the shared goals of the two platforms. Of course, every tangible step these 

countries take toward using these processes will help minimize their (and other 

countries’) vulnerability to terrorism and its state sponsors. That is why time is of the 

essence and they must reaffirm their often-pledged commitments to the 

implementation of the projects and programs, proposed under the two processes. This 

month, the 7th Regional Economic Cooperation Conference on Afghanistan will take 

place in Ashgabat, Turkmenistan. The conference will focus on “Deepening Connectivity 

and Expanding Trade through Investment Infrastructure and Improving Synergy.” This 

will be a timely opportunity for Afghanistan’s littoral and landlocked neighbors to take 

stock of the progress made since the sixth conference meeting in Kabul. The meeting 

will have many side events that will allow the country-participants to discuss the 

challenges and bottlenecks. Also, they can easily discuss financing and investment 

needs with respect to the priority projects in the key areas of energy, transport networks, 

trade and transit facilitation, communications, and business-to-business and labor 

support. 

Moreover, in early December, the 7th Ministerial Conference of HOA-IP, with its 

political, security, and economic confidence-building measures implementation 

mechanism, will take place in Baku, Azerbaijan. Afghanistan aims at deepening 

synergies and complementarities among the interconnected projects of the Regional 

Economic Cooperation Conference on Afghanistan and HOA-IP, maximizing their 

impact on sustainable development not only in Afghanistan but also throughout its 

surrounding regions. This should encourage the country-participants to assess their 

shared security and development needs and to bolster their engagement with 

Afghanistan accordingly, in order to initiate the implementation of the proposed 

projects with win-win benefits. Considering these major opportunities for regional 

security and development cooperation, Afghanistan welcomes the new South Asia 

strategy of the United States, which will help it address the challenges of state-

sponsored terrorism. This entails the complete closure of all safe sanctuaries in 

Pakistan, which is where the Taliban get indoctrinated, trained and equipped. They are 
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then sent to Afghanistan and other Indian Ocean areas so that they can destabilize and 

terrorize the region. The Afghan government strongly believes that the full execution of 

this new U.S. strategy, in partnership with coastal and littoral states that share 

Afghanistan’s security and development interests, will not only help stabilize the 

country but also ensure security as a precondition for sustainable development across 

its surrounding regions. 

Source: nationalinterest.org, 19 November 2017 

 

  India, France agree to cooperate on Indian Ocean region security 

After officials of India, the US, Japan and Australia held the first-ever quadrilateral 

meeting in Manila last week on the security and development of the Indo-Pacific 

region, India and France on Friday agreed to cooperate on the security architecture of 

the Indian Ocean Region. "In terms of maritime security, both sides discussed 

increasing cooperation in the Indian Ocean Region where the presence of India and 

France is very important," External Affairs Minister Sushma Swaraj said in a joint 

address to the media with French Minister for Europe and Foreign Affairs Jean-Yves Le 

Drian after delegation-level talks here. "This cooperation is aimed at ensuring 

unhindered trade and movement and security of the international sea lanes, fighting 

maritime terrorism and piracy, creating awareness about the oceanic region, building 

capacities on regional and international platforms and increasing coordination at the 

official level," she said. Her comments come after Sunday's India-US-Japan-

Australia meeting in the Philippines capital where the officials agreed that "a free, open, 

prosperous and inclusive" Indo-Pacific served long-term global interests, giving 

impetus to an emerging quad of democracies amid China's rising military and economic 

power. Le Drian meanwhile said that India and France share a common analysis of 

major international issues. "Our bilateral relations must thus be understood as an 

expression of this common analysis that we have on major global issues, be it combating 

terrorism, be it the necessary reinforcement of maritime security, be it in cooperation 

in the Indian Ocean - where France and India are countries belonging to the Indian 

Ocean Rim. This commonality of views is complete -- as we observed this morning - and 

calls again for the strengthening of our partnership," he said. Sushma Swaraj said that 

in Friday's talks, both sides discussed all bilateral issues and matters of regional and 

global concern. 

http://nationalinterest.org/feature/afghanistans-stabilization-can-ensure-maritime-security-23264?page=2
http://www.business-standard.com/search?type=news&q=japan
http://www.business-standard.com/search?type=news&q=australia
http://www.business-standard.com/search?type=news&q=india
http://www.business-standard.com/search?type=news&q=india
http://www.business-standard.com/search?type=news&q=australia
http://www.business-standard.com/search?type=news&q=india
http://www.business-standard.com/search?type=news&q=india
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The India-France relationship was elevated to that of a strategic partnership in 

1998. India is the only country in Asia with which Paris has such a relationship. Stating 

that both India and France were for a multi-polar world, she said that defence and 

security cooperation, space cooperation and civil nuclear cooperation formed the three 

pillars of the bilateral relationship. She said that both sides also agreed to make their 

military logistics stronger. "France has been a partner in our space programme from the 

very beginning," she said. "We have together started many projects and have completed 

many missions. Today, we discussed ways to give a clear shape to our space 

cooperation." In terms of civil nuclear cooperation, the Indian Minister said that both 

sides agreed on an early start to the work on the Jaitapur Nuclear Power Plant (JNPP). 

French utility EDF and Nuclear Power Corp of India Limited (NPCIL) signed an 

agreement in March 2016 to construct six reactors of the JNPP, each of 1,650 MW. 

Sushma Swaraj said France has supported India's bid for membership in the UN 

Security Council and in the Multilateral Export Control Regimes that includes the 

Nuclear Suppliers Group, the Australia Group and the Wassenaar Arrangement. "We 

have also agreed to further strengthen our cooperation, both at the bilateral and 

multilateral levels, in the fight against terrorism," she said. "We have appealed to all 

countries in the world to unitedly oppose those countries which finance and provide safe 

havens to terrorists," she said. On economic ties between India and France, Sushma 

Swaraj said that with bilateral trade standing at $10.95 billion, there was immense scope 

to increase this. There are around 1,000 French companies operating in India with a 

total turnover of $20 billion and employing around 300,000 people. 

Le Drian, here to lay the groundwork for French President Emmanuel Macron's visit 

to India early next year, said that both sides discussed a "wide range of issues" on 

Friday. He said France wanted to help India in areas like smart cities, ecomobility and 

waste management. Talking about India-France strategic relationship, Le Drian cited 

the deal for Rafale fighter jets and Scorpene submarines as as example of the proximity 

between the two nations. "I am well placed to know that our defence partnership is 

significant, as shown through the Rafale and Scorpene projects - to mention only the 

most emblematic ones. But it is not limited to the acquisition of military assets, it is far 

broader than that, as exemplified in our cooperation in the Indian Ocean," he said. Le 

Drian, who arrived here on Thursday on a four-day visit to India, will leave for Jaipur 

on Saturday to inaugurate Bonjour India, a French festival in India that will see around 

300 events spread across 33 cities. Earlier on Friday, the French Minister met Minister 

of State for New and Renewable Energy Ram Kumar Singh. 

Source: www.business-standard.com, 17 November 2017 

http://www.business-standard.com/search?type=news&q=india
http://www.business-standard.com/search?type=news&q=india
http://www.business-standard.com/search?type=news&q=india
http://www.business-standard.com/search?type=news&q=australia
http://www.business-standard.com/search?type=news&q=india
http://www.business-standard.com/search?type=news&q=india
http://www.business-standard.com/search?type=news&q=india
http://www.business-standard.com/search?type=news&q=india
http://www.business-standard.com/search?type=news&q=india
http://www.business-standard.com/article/news-ians/india-france-agree-to-cooperate-on-indian-ocean-region-security-117111700936_1.html
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Maritime Security: ISRO to help track suspicious vessels through satellite 

imagery 

- Bharti Jain 

NEW DELHI: Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) will soon help agencies 

engaged in coastal and maritime security to track suspicious vessels and boats through 

satellite imagery. The initiative, under which Isro will supply 1,000 transponders by 

March next year for satellite monitoring of boats, is aimed at preventing a 26/11 attack-

type infiltration from the sea route. While automatic identification system will monitor 

boats measuring above 20 metres, satellite monitoring is proposed for the sub-20m 

boats, a home ministry official said on Friday. The infrastructure for tighter monitoring 

of suspicious vessels approaching the Indian coast is coming up fast, with 46 coastal 

radars and 74 automatic ID systems installed. Colour coding of boats is also being 

undertaken by the coastal states and UTs for easier monitoring in the high seas and on 

the International Maritime Boundary Line (IMBL). The aforesaid measures are part of 

home ministry's efforts to beef up coastal security in wake of the breach that triggered 

the Mumbai attacks in 2008. Ten Pakistani terrorists had sailed all the way from 

Karachi coast to Mumbai, starting in a Pakistani vessel and then shifting to an Indian 

fishing boat they had hijacked mid-sea, before landing undetected on the Mumbai coast 

in a rubber dinghy. They unleashed mayhem at the city's iconic buildings including Taj 

Hotel, thereafter, killing 166 people. 

Meanwhile, a home ministry official on Friday said biometric cards have been issued to 

most fishermen. Of the 19.9 lakh target beneficiaries, 19.7 lakh have enrolled and cards 

issued to 18.6 lakh of them. Standard operating procedures have been drawn up for 

dealing with breach of IMBL, better coordination among all stakeholders and upgrading 

security in non-major ports. India has a long coastline of 7,516 km running through 

Gujarat, Maharashtra, Goa, Karnataka, Kerala, Tamil Nadu, Andhra Pradesh, Odisha 

and West Bengal and the Union Territories of Daman and Diu, Lakshadweep, 

Puducherry and Andaman and Nicobar Islands. With many vital installations such as 

nuclear plants, sea ports, naval stations, satellite/missile launching centres and oil 

installations located on the coastline, prime importance is accorded to coastal and 

maritime security. While Phase 1 of the Integrated Coastal Security Scheme was 

implemented at a cost of Rs 646 crore between 2005 and 2011, Phase 2 involving a Rs 

1,580-crore outlay is nearing completion. 

Source: timesofindia.indiatimes.com, 25 November 2017  

https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/toireporter/author-Bharti-Jain-1895.cms
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/topic/Indian-Space-Research-Organisation
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/topic/suspicious-vessels
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/topic/Isro
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/india/isros-satellite-images-to-help-track-suspicious-vessels/articleshow/61785927.cms
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EU naval official offers appreciation for Seychelles’ role in piracy fight 

The support of Seychelles is crucial in deterring future pirate attacks in the region, said 

a top official of the European Union Naval Force (EU NAVFOR) delegation during a 

meeting with the President of Seychelles on Friday. The delegation made up of Rear 

Admiral Fabio Gregori, other EU NAVFOR officials and the Italian Consul Claudio Izzi, 

met with President Danny Faure at the State House in Victoria. Faure told the group 

that the quick action of the EU NAVFOR in a recent operation in which six suspected 

Somali pirates were captured has sent a strong message.  The six suspected Somali 

pirates were apprehended by an Italian navy frigate, ITS Virginio Fasan after they 

attacked a Seychelles-flagged 52,000-tonne container ship and a fishing vessel last 

week. The incident took place over a 24-hour period from Friday, Nov. 18 to Saturday, 

Nov. 19. The suspects were transferred to the authorities in Seychelles on Thursday for 

possible trial based on an agreement with the European Naval Force Operation 

Atalanta. “This kind of immediate action is very important in the mission to counter 

piracy in the Indian Ocean. Without this we would have been obliged to release them, 

thus, sending the wrong message,” said Gregori. Faure told the delegation that 

Seychelles, an archipelago in the western Indian Ocean, is grateful for the work the EU 

NAVFOR has been doing to assist the island nation. “Your presence over the years when 

the scourge of piracy took a toll on the country has been invaluable, and once again your 

quick action in the recent operation has sent a strong message. We look forward to 

further consolidating our strong partnership,” said the president. 

The scourge of piracy has been plaguing the Indian Ocean since 2005. Seychelles, which 

lies to the east of Somalia, has been at the forefront of the fight against piracy that was 

affecting its tourism and fisheries industries, the top two pillars of its economy. Gregori 

said, “Piracy is affecting free trade. It is true that we had observed a decline in their 

operation at sea for a while now, but we should always be on the lookout. Their recent 

attacks show that they are still being funded and waiting for the right time to attack.” 

Faure and Gregori also discussed the present maritime security exercises being 

conducted and plans to intensify and expand the orientation of surveillance in the region 

to ensure the security of surrounding waters. The EU Naval Force is in Seychelles for 

joint maritime security interactions with the Seychelles People Defence Forces and 

other maritime forces. 

Source: www.seychellesnewsagency.com, 25 November 2017 

http://www.seychellesnewsagency.com/articles/8291/EU+naval+official+offers+appreciation+for+Seychelles+role+in+piracy+fight
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PH Maritime Security gets boost with Japanese aircraft 

- Gracel Ortega 

The Philippine military’s capability to conduct surveillance, monitoring, and search-

and-rescue missions over its vast maritime domain gets a boost after Japan donated five 

Beechcraft TC-90 turboprop aircraft, an official of the Department of National Defense 

said. “We welcome that gesture of Japan and the addition of these five aircraft to our 

inventory will greatly enhance our capability to monitor and conduct search-and-rescue 

(operations) within our territory,” chief of the department’s public affairs office, Arsenio 

Andolong, said Wednesday. This includes missions off the Philippine Rise, formerly 

known as Benham Rise, and the West Philippine Sea, Andolong said. The agreement on 

the donation of the five TC-90s was signed during the bilateral talks between President 

Rodrigo Duterte and his Japanese counterpart, Prime Minister Shinzo Abe, on the 

sidelines of the 31st ASEAN Summit early this week. 

Initially, the airplanes were leased to the Philippine Navy to bolster its capability in 

humanitarian assistance and disaster relief operations, limited transport, and maritime 

domain awareness, including maritime air surveillance and intelligence surveillance 

reconnaissance. The lease agreement was USD7,000 yearly for the first four aircraft and 

USD200 annually for the fifth. The TC-90, which is part of the Beechcraft King Air 

aircraft family, was offered by Japan shortly after the Agreement Concerning the 

Transfer of Defense Equipment and Technology was finalized on February last year. 

Two of the TC-90s were delivered to Sangley Point, Cavite last March 27, while the 

remaining three will be turned over in the first quarter of 2018. The TC-90 has a range 

of more than 1,000 nautical miles and a cruising speed of 260 knots, and is capable of 

carrying eight passengers along with the pilot. 

Source: www.update.ph, 16 November 2017 

 

https://www.update.ph/author/gracel
https://www.update.ph/2017/11/ph-maritime-security-gets-boost-with-japanese-aircraft/22727
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China’s aircraft carrier conundrum: Hi-Tech launch system for old, heavy 

fighter jets 

-Minnie Chan 
 

China’s second home-grown aircraft carrier could be a world-class warship if it uses a 

domestically developed hi-tech launch system, but the hefty fighter jets it would have to 

launch remain a fly in the ointment for the country’s naval power aspirations. While 

Beijing is narrowing the aircraft carrier technology gap with the United States, the 

country’s carrier programme is still hindered by the capabilities of its carrier-based 

warplanes. China spent more than a decade developing its first carrier-based fighter, 

the J-15, based on a prototype of a fourth-generation Russian Sukhoi Su-33 twin-

engined air superiority fighter – a design that is now more than 30 years old. The J-15, 

with a maximum take-off weight of 33 tonnes, is the heaviest active carrier-based fighter 

jet in the world but the sole carrier-based fighter in the People’s Liberation Army Navy. 

Its weight is one of the key reasons military leaders have pushed for the use of an 

electromagnetic aircraft launch system (EMALS) on China’s third carrier, construction 

of which is expected to start next year, rather than steam-powered catapults, a military 

source told the South China Morning Post. “The maximum take-off weight of the J-15 

fighter is 33 tonnes and experiments found that even the US Navy’s new generation C13-

2 steam catapult launch engines, installed on Nimitz-class aircraft carriers, would 

struggle to launch the aircraft efficiently,” the source, who requested anonymity, said. 

The US Navy also relied on a heavy carrier-based fighter in the past, the 33.7 tonne F-

14 Tomcat. But they were replaced by the lighter F-18 Super Hornet in 2006 after 32 

years of service. The maximum take-off weight of an F-18 Super Hornet is 29.9 tonnes 

according to the website of manufacturer Boeing. 

All carrier-based aircraft need to jettison their munitions and burn off their fuel before 

landing on a carrier to reduce runway damage and the risk of a fire or explosion. The 

empty weight of the F-18 is 14.5 tonnes, three tonnes less than the J-15, which means 

the J-15 causes more damage to a carrier runway when it lands. “If China insisted on 

using steam-powered catapults to launch the J-15, it would look like forcing a toddler to 

run with [Chinese hurdler] Liu Xiang and [Jamaican sprinter] Usain Bolt,” the source 

said. “That would be so embarrassing! “EMALS’ experimental results showed the new 

technology is able to catapult the J-15 fighter more easily and more efficiently. In the 

short-run, it’s impossible for China to produce lightweight fighters, so why not take the 

better route and use EMALS directly?” The source said China was confident about its 

EMALS technology now that it was able to produce its own insulated-gate bipolar 

transistor (IGBT) chips, a key component of the high-efficiency electric energy 

http://www.scmp.com/author/minnie-chan-0
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conversion systems used in variable-speed drives, trains, electric and hybrid electric 

vehicles, power grids and renewable energy plants. The technology was developed by 

China’s first semiconductor manufacturer, Hunan-based Zhuzhou CSR Times Electric, 

and British subsidiary Dynex Semiconductor after the Chinese company acquired 75 per 

cent of Dynex’s shares in the aftermath of the 2008 global financial crisis. An integrated 

propulsion system, a technological breakthrough developed by top PLA Navy engineer 

Rear Admiral Ma Weiming and his team, will enable China’s second home-grown 

aircraft carrier to use the world’s most advanced launch system for its fighter jets 

without having to resort to nuclear power. 

An aircraft carrier uses a lot of electric power for take-offs and landings and the 

integrated propulsion system will be able to provide it. Ma has said experimental results 

showed the system could result in fuel savings of up to 40 per cent for an aircraft carrier. 

EMALS, with a higher launch energy capacity, will also be more efficient than steam-

powered catapults, allowing for improvements in system maintenance, increased 

reliability, and more accurate end-speed control and smoother acceleration. 

In an interview with China Central Television broadcast on November 3, Rear Admiral 

Yin Zhuo, a senior researcher at the PLA Naval Equipment Research Centre, said China 

had done “hundreds of [land-based] tests” using EMALS with J-15 fighters in the past 

few years. Yin’s comments indicate China might now have mature and reliable EMALS 

technology. But they also revealed an embarrassing fact: the next generation Chinese 

aircraft carrier, equipped with a US-style catapult launch system, will still be launching 

outdated fighter jets. The US and the former Soviet Union had different combat 

strategies in mind when they designed their aircraft carriers. For the US Navy, carrier-

based fighters were the key weapons of a carrier battle group, while the Soviets opted to 

add different types of missile launchers and warplanes and relied on an inefficient ski-

jump launch ramp. China’s first aircraft carrier, the Liaoning, and its sister warship, the 

001A, which was launched in April, both have runways featuring ski-jump ramps, which 

limit them to launching one fighter jet at a time. The catapults used on US carries can 

launch up to four aircraft simultaneously. “There are limits to China’s J-15 as it was 

developed based on the Su-33, which was designed for the former Soviet navy’s 

Kuznetsov-class carrier, the predecessor of the Liaoning,” another source close to the 

PLA Navy said. 

The Liaoning, then an unfinished Kuznetsov-class carrier known as the Varyag, was 

bought by Hong Kong-based businessman Xu Zengping, a PLA Navy proxy, from a 

Ukrainian shipyard in 1998. China has been trying to develop a new generation carrier-
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based fighter, the FC-31, with a maximum take-off weight of 28 tonnes, to replace the 

J-15, and put J-15 chief designer Sun Cong in charge of the project. Pictures posted on 

mainland military websites show that Shenyang Aircraft Corporation, the manufacturer 

of the J-15, has produced two FC-31 prototypes, with one debuting at the Zhuhai air 

show in 2014. 

However, the two military sources said, the development of the FC-31 had not proceeded 

smoothly and it had failed to meet the PLA Navy’s requirements, with the key obstacle 

being what one described as “heart disease”. “China is still incapable of developing an 

engine for the FC-31 fighter,” the first source said. “The FC-31 has needed to be equipped 

with Russian RD-93 engines for test flights.” The second source said the FC-31’s failure 

to meet the PLA Navy’s basic requirements for a new generation fighter meant “that in 

the next two decades, the J-15 will still be the key carrier-based fighter on China’s 

aircraft carriers”. 

Source: www.scmp.com,19 November 2017 
 
 

Why Philippines no longer sending navy patrols to South China Sea? 

 Noel Tarrazona 

Philippine lawmaker Gary Alejano expressed concerns that the Philippine government 

is no longer deploying navy ships to Panatag Shoal in the South China Sea. The 

opposition lawmaker said that according to National Security Adviser Hermogenes 

Esperon, the government has stopped the deployment of navy ships to conduct patrols 

at the Panatag Shoal to ease the tensions with China. Alejano added that he learned that 

as of January 2016, there has been no single mission conducted in the vicinity and it 

looks like the Philippine government has ordered the complete stop of navy patrols in 

the area. Alejano claimed that he also received reports that Chinese forces were 

harassing Filipino fishermen and eventually opted not to fish in Panatag Shoal anymore 

for fear that Chinese vessels might chase them. Panatag Shoal is within the 200 nautical 

miles (370 km) exclusive economic zone of the Philippines. The lawmaker also reported 

that a Chinese flag was hoisted on Sandy Cay, an island, like Panatag Shoal, which is 

also within the exclusive economic zone of the Philippines. China earlier pledged to 

allocate at least US$20 billion to fund infrastructure programs and projects in the 

Philippines that will improve the country's economic growth. China has also opened 

new trading opportunities with the Philippines that benefitted Filipino exporters in the 

agriculture sector. At the height of the armed conflict between the Philippine Armed 

http://www.scmp.com,19/
http://www.ibtimes.sg/reporters/noel-tarrazona
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Forces and Maute Terrorist Group, China provided 3,000 rifles to Philippine soldiers to 

battle remaining terrorists. Besides Russia, China also provided financial assistance for 

the reconstruction of battle-torn Marawi City. 

In addition, the Chinese government through their embassy in Manila has provided 

funding assistance for families of soldiers killed by terrorists in Marawi City. Philippines 

and China have improved their diplomatic relationship when Philippine President 

Rodrigo visited China and announced that he is realigning his government's policy with 

China. 

Meanwhile, China has expressed optimism that China and ASEAN relations will be 

improving as it is now finalizing the South China Sea Code of Conduct that was 

developed by China in consultation with some ASEAN countries which have made 

contesting claims for some portions of South China Sea. 

Source: www.ibtimes.sg, 22 November 2017 

 

Missing Argentine Submarine ‘San Juan’: Issues and Inferences 

-R S Vasan 

While the President of Argentina has assured his people that the search for the missing 

Argentine submarine San Juan (S 42) will continue, there is not much good news for 

the families of the crew of the submarine and for Argentine Navy. There is evidence that 

the submarine has perhaps met its watery grave following a non-nuclear explosion on 

15th November 2017, which was monitored near the last known position of the 

submarine. The sequence of events with no record of any evidence clearly indicates that 

something went amiss on the submarine that was commissioned in 1985, and also was 

given a mid-life upgrade between 2008 and 2013. 

The question always has been about the efficacy and effectiveness of the Search, Rescue 

and Recovery systems that need to be deployed without any delay.  Submarines, by 

nature, are complex entities operating in demanding environment that requires high 

levels of training, skill and maintenance. The Indian Navy (IN) – having been operating 

submarines since 1969 – has decades of experience in operating and maintaining 

conventional submarines. From the Soviet/ Russian Foxtrot and Kilo class, to the 

German Type 209 and the leased Russian nuclear attack submarines (SSN), India has 

http://www.ibtimes.sg/why-philippines-no-longer-sending-navy-patrols-south-china-sea-20444
http://abcnews.go.com/International/wireStory/argentina-search-missing-accelerates-blast-51361071
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moved on to its own ballistic-missile nuclear submarine (SSBN) INS Arihant, which – 

along with the follow-ons – will ably serve to strengthen India’s nuclear deterrence.  

Along with the submarines inducted from the former Soviet Union, the IN  operated the 

submarine support ship INS Nistar, which provided facilities for extracting a stricken 

crew from a distressed submarine. This vessel was also used to locate Ghazi - the 

Pakistani submarine that sank off Visakhapatnam .However, there was a substantial gap 

after the decommissioning of Nistar, which was sought to be bridged through an 

arrangement with the US Navy, and the contract came into force in 1997. This provided 

for the US Navy to fly out the necessary rescue equipment along with the Deep 

Submergence Rescue Vessel (DSRV) within 72 hours. However, the ‘time-late’ on datum 

is a crucial factor that would determine the success of a rescue mission. A crippled 

submarine is constrained by its ability to maintain the required levels of oxygen. The 

inability to surface – either due to battle damage or malfunction in peacetime - would 

be a nightmare for the crew of the submarine. It is under these circumstances that there 

is a need to cut down all the time delays to rescue the crew.  

In the case of the Argentinian submarine, it was indicated that the crew would have 

about seven days of oxygen supply and the day a signal was reported to have originated 

(later proved to be false) was the last day of the oxygen supply.  The rescue forces also 

had to contend with high winds and twenty-metre high waves, which precluded any 

meaningful rescue mission to be undertaken. The weather will continue to play a 

dominant role in the mission’s success or failure. The depth of the seas in the area of 

operations will continue to be major constraint in even reaching the submarine. Some 

accidents may take the submarine to well beyond the operating depths and the success 

of timely rescue is a factor of how soon the rescue platforms pinpoint the location and 

initiate rescue /recovery missions. There were two recent cases of service aircraft which 

fell in to the Bay of Bengal off Chennai; and in both the cases, even locating the aircraft 

position was a major challenge. In the first case of a Coast Guard Dornier aircraft in 

June 2015, submarines, ocean research vessels and commercial remotely operated 

(underwater) vehicle (RoV) combed the oceans for both signal and location. The 

sustained effort paid dividends after 33 days of intense search using all available means.  

Even after location, it was the ability of a RoV to use sophisticated gadgetry that enabled 

the recovery of the remains of the crew and also vital black box of the Dornier at a depth 

of nearly 1000 meters.  In the case of the Indian Air Force AN-32 aircraft that went 

down in June 2016, unfortunately, there is no trace even today of the missing aircraft. 

The case of the service aircraft has been discussed to indicate the complexities of 

location and follow up action in deep waters to initiate rescue and recovery missions 

when time is running out. 

http://www.indiandefencereview.com/spotlights/1971-war-the-sinking-of-the-ghazi/3/
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/india/Indian-US-Navies-to-undertake-submarine-rescue-operations/articleshow/16872207.cms
http://indiatoday.intoday.in/story/how-they-found-coast-guards-missing-dornier-cg-791/1/450591.html
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Following the accident of IN submarine Sindhurakshak which sank alongside in 

harbour after explosions and another accident on the Kilo class in February 2014 

resulting in the death of two officers, the Indian Navy had to accelerate the process of 

having its own rescue system. Accordingly, a contract was drawn up with James Fisher 

Defence in 2016 for a sum of 1900 crore for procuring two systems for use by the two 

fleets of the Navy. According to the reports of the Indian Navy and the company, the 

crew for the rescue systems are training in Scotland and the entire system would be 

available in 2018 for use by the Indian Navy. Since the Indian Navy is now operating 

nuclear submarines, the related issue of how to integrate the to-be inducted equipment 

to deal with emergencies on nuclear powered submarines would be separate subject of 

study. 

The Submarine Operating Authorities (SoA) around the world would be constantly 

working through their navies and the governments to ensure that they have the requisite 

equipment and well trained personnel under a proven structure to be able to support 

submarine missions both during peace and during times of hostility.  

In conclusion, the recent accident has demonstrated that the navies which operate 

submarine fleet have to create credible Search, Rescue and Recovery architecture and 

have them exercised regularly to build up confidence amongst both the submarine crew 

and also those who are operating the modern rescue systems.  There is also a need to 

workup teams together in rescue missions during bilateral and multilateral exercises 

such as the Malabar.  

Source: www.maritimeindia.org, 29 November 2017 

 

Nigerian Navy receives 20 patrol boats 

The Nigerian Navy has taken delivery of 20 patrol boats that will be deployed on 

maritime security and counter-terrorism operations in Delta State south of the country. 

The consignment included 16 locally refurbished Epenal boats and four Rigid Hull 

Inflatable Boats (RIBS) of undefined make that were imported from South Africa.  

 

The boats were commissioned into service in Delta State on 11 November by General 

Abayomi Gabriel Olonisakin, Nigerian Chief of Defence Staff. The boats will be used to 

boost the naval patrols in waterways around Warri in the south of the country. General 

https://www.theguardian.com/world/2013/aug/14/18-trapped-indian-submarine-explodes-sinks-mumbai
https://www.ndtv.com/cheat-sheet/two-officers-died-in-fire-on-board-submarine-ins-sindhuratna-confirms-navy-552152
https://defenceupdate.in/indian-navys-deep-submergence-rescue-vehicles-contract/
https://defenceupdate.in/indian-navys-deep-submergence-rescue-vehicles-contract/
http://www.maritimeindia.org/View%20Profile/636475184929564602.pdf
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Olonisakin said the security services remained committed to the provision of adequate 

security along the country's waterways to protect the economy.  Naval Information 

Acting Director Captain Suleiman Dahun said the induction of the boats was part of the 

key priorities set in the Strategic Directives of 2017. “The newly acquired patrol boats 

will be deployed to boost the Nigerian Navy’s ongoing operations in tackling the major 

maritime crimes that include crude oil theft, illegal refining of crude oil, maritime 

terrorism as well as people and arms trafficking," he said. To complement the navy, the 

government recently approved a budget for the acquisition of maritime security assets 

that include a command and control centre, special mission aircraft, special mission 

patrol vessels and special mission helicopters for the Nigerian Maritime Administration 

and Safety Agency (NIMASA). 

In August the Nigerian Navy took delivery of 30 8.2 metre long boats built by Epenal in 

Port Harcourt. Another 30 had been delivered to the Navy in February this year. Navy 

Chief of Naval Staff (CNS) Vice-Admiral Ibok-Ete Ekwe Ibas said “These boats, no 

doubt, have boosted navy maritime operations.” The Navy also received nine vessels 

from Sri Lanka. Of the 39 boats received in August, Ibas said they “would be greatly 

helpful for patrol of territorial waters and the contiguous zone.” 

 Referring to the Epenal boats, Ibas said “The cost of production of a unit of the boat is 

less than half the cost of producing similar boats from overseas. These boats retained 

all positive features of the previous set including being fitted with appropriate weapons 

for credible firepower.”  

Source: www.defenceweb.co.za, 24 November 2017 
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India's Blue Economy Booming 

India's major ports recorded a growth of 3.27 percent during the period April to 

September and together handled 383 million tons of cargo compared to 371 million tons 

handled during the corresponding period last year. The eight major ports are Kolkata, 

Paradip, Chennai, Cochin, New Mangalore, Mumbai, JNPT and Kandla, and all 

registered positive growth in traffic. The highest growth was registered by Cochin Port 

(17.66 percent). In Kolkata Port, overall growth was 12.39 percent, and Haldia Dock 

Complex registered positive growth of 16.66 percent. Kandla Port handled the highest 

volume of traffic, 63.13 million tons (16.49 percent), followed by Paradip with 55.78 

million tons (14.57 percent), JNPT with 37.90 million tons (9.90 percent), Mumbai with 

36.72 million tons (9.59 percent) and Visakhapatnam with 35.74 million tons (9.33 

percent). Together, these five ports handled around 60 percent of major port traffic. 

Petroleum, oil and lubricants accounted for the greatest share of commodities (34.07 

percent), followed by container (20.01 percent) and thermal and steam coal (12.81 

percent). Commerce Minister Suresh Prabhu says the nation's goods and services tax 

has been a game changer for India and is expected to boost exports. The government is 

currently identifying new items and destinations to promote exports and is identifying 

five emerging industries to promote.  

The government is also undertaking an agricultural initiative aimed at doubling 

farmers' income. “India is at a great advantage, because we have 35 agro-climatic zones. 

We produce everything that is possible to be produced. The Prime Minister's vision of 

doubling farmers' income by 2022 will be possible only when we export our agriculture 

products,” Prabhu said. Additionally, the Indian government has initiated several 

measures to promote coastal shipping and modernize India's ports so that ports become 

drivers of economic growth. Globally countries such as China and Netherlands have 

achieved a modal share of 24 percent for coastal shipping and inland water navigation. 

India's Sagarmala Project envisages doubling the current share of coastal shipping in 

India’s overall modal mix from six percent to 12 percent by 2025. 

Source: maritime-executive.com, 16 November 2017 

https://maritime-executive.com/article/indias-blue-economy-booming
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Pakistan to receive just 9 per cent of Gwadar port income, Senators raise 

concerns over CPEC agreement 

Contrary to the high claims that the Pakistan government made on the generation of 

revenue from the Gwadar port, the port which is a part of the China-Pakistan Economic 

Corridor (CPEC) will fetch the country, a very small proportion of the total generated 

revenue. Federal Minister for Ports and Shipping Mir Hasil Bizenjo, on Saturday 

(November 25), disclosed to the Senate that 91 per cent of the revenues generated from 

the Gwadar port would go to China, while the Gwadar Port Authority would get 9 per 

cent share in the income for the next 40 years, as per a report by the Dawn. The minister 

also said that the agreement was based on a build-operate and transfer model spread 

over 40 years which means that Pakistan will take over the operation of the port along 

with the infrastructure to be built on it during the period to enhance the port’s cargo-

handling capacity. 

The Pakistan Senate, on Saturday, saw ministers expressing concern over the secrecy 

surrounding the CPEC long-term agreement plan, with many observing that the 

agreement tilted heavily in China’s favour. Senator Kalsoom Parveen of the ruling 

Pakistan Muslim League-Nawaz (PML-N) pointed out that the agreement had not been 

signed on the basis of equality. Another Senator, Mohsin Aziz of the Pakistan Tehreek-

i-Insaf stressed that the business community must be involved in signing such business 

agreements, a task which, he claimed, should not be left to bureaucrats with no business 

savvy. Coming to the defence of the agreement, Senator Javed Abbasi of the ruling PML-

N stated that the power projects under the CPEC would alleviate Pakistan’s severe 

energy crisis. He pointed out that most of the power projects would be constructed in 

Balochistan and Sindh and the project would bring $56 billion investment into Pakistan. 

He further said that the CPEC would include infrastructure projects as well as industrial 

zones that would generate employment opportunities in the country. 

Meanwhile, India has sent its first consignment of 7500 tonnes of Indian wheat to 

Afghanistan through the Iranian port of Chabahar. It must be noted that with the 

Chabahar port becoming operational, Pakistan’s exports to Afghanistan are speculated 

to substantially come down in the months following. 

Source: www.financialexpress.com, 26 November 2017 

 

http://www.financialexpress.com/world-news/pakistan-to-receive-just-9-per-cent-of-gwadar-port-income-senators-raise-concerns-over-cpec-agreement/947991/
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Govt plans to bring its cargo via Vizag port 

Following the lukewarm response from traders to import and export through the 

Visakhapatnam (Vizag) port sine more than a year of the port being opened for Nepal, 

the government is mulling over bringing its imports through Vizag port. The Ministry 

of Commerce (MoC) has held discussions with Nepal Transit and Warehousing Co Ltd, 

which is working as the customs house agent for government cargoes, to import 

government cargo via Vizag port. The government imports chemical fertilisers, 

machinery, information technology related equipment, aircraft equipment and arms 

and ammunition, among others, which will now be imported through the Vizag port to 

encourage traders to shift import and export through Vizag because imports and exports 

from Vizag are more predictable than the Kolkata port. The government is going to take 

this move as traders have not shown willingness to shift to Vizag port. 

The Kolkata port is a riverine port in the city of Kolkata and there are no chances of its 

expansion. On the other hand, it can only handle feeder vessels. Also, the unforeseen 

cost is high in Kolkata due to the inefficiency of the port and Nepali traders are 

compelled to pay high detention and demurrage charges to shipping liners as the 

containers are not cleared from the port in a timely manner. 

According to MoC officials, Vizag offers effective and transparent services and the cost 

and time of trade could be minimised. Shipping liners like Maersk Line have been 

providing multimodal bill of lading facility to traders, which means the company takes 

full responsibility of the cargo from the port of origin to the destination port — Birgunj. 

Therefore, Vizag is a better option as it can handle mother vessels and the ocean freight 

cost can be minimised. 

Currently, around 40 per cent of third-country cargo is ferried via road. Transportation 

cost from Vizag port (via train) is similar to ferrying cargo from Kolkata to Birgunj via 

road, as per transit and transport experts. The government has doubts that the nexus 

between customs house agents (CHAs) and forwarders might have kept the traders in 

an illusion that trade from Vizag is not economical, said one high ranking official at the 

Nepal Intermodal Transport Development Board. “Traders will not have to face hassles 

and incur unforeseen costs of trade and there will be predictability in delivery of cargo 

if they utilise Vizag port.” As per traders, Indian CHAs are responsible for Nepal-bound 

cargo on behalf of the consignees and they deal with the payments to the shipping liners. 

“Lack of transparency and involvement of middlemen in different layers result in high 

cost of trade from Kolkata, hence Nepali industries importing raw materials through 
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Kolkata port are less competitive,” according to MoC officials. “Traders should take up 

the next best option to minimise the time and cost of the country’s foreign trade, which 

will ultimately help tame inflation because inflation in import-based economies like 

Nepal is driven to a large extent by the supply side hassles,” they added. This basically 

means that the cost of trade is ultimately passed on to the consumers because the traders 

add the extra cost incurred at consumer’s end. 

Source: thehimalayantimes.com, 27 November 2017 

 

Chabahar under spotlight to boost Iran’s sea trade 

- Mahnaz Abdi 

The port has two significant docks, namely Shahid Beheshti and Shahid Kalantari, 

which are mostly referred to as ports, i.e. Shahid Beheshti Port and Shahid Kalantari 

Port. The first phase of developing Shahid Beheshti Port is projected to be inaugurated 

next week in a ceremony to be attended by President Hassan Rouhani and top officials 

from 27 countries, according to Iran’s Ports and Maritime Organization (PMO) 

Managing Director Mohammad Rastad. In this due, Ports and Maritime Department of 

Sistan-Baluchestan Province hosted a large media delegation including 50 journalists 

and reporters from domestic and foreign media on a two-day visit to the southeastern 

port. Addressing the visiting media delegates in a press conference on Monday, Dr. 

Behrouz Aghaei, the director general of Sistan-Baluchestan Ports and Maritime 

Department, stressed that Iran’s sea port trade will rise through Chabahar Port, saying: 

“We should not ignore Chabahar development if we want to promote our share of sea 

trade.” 

Aghaei said: “Following the emphasis put by Supreme Leader Ayatollah Seyed Ali 

Khamenei on development of Chabahar, we have started development of the port since 

the Iranian calendar year 1386 (March 2007-March 2008).” “We have already expended 

near $1 billion for the development of Shahid Beheshti Port”, the official announced. 

“We built 1,650 meters of breakwaters and 1,700 meters of docks in addition to 203 

hectares of land reclamation for developing this port which is a unique job in the 

country”, he underlined. Explaining more on the measures taken by his department for 

developing the port, Aghaei said, “We opened the LC for receiving the first part of 

required equipment in Khordad month of the last Iranian year (May 22-June 21, 2016]. 

https://thehimalayantimes.com/business/government-plans-bring-cargo-via-vizag-port/
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The shipment included two strategic cranes which were assembled at the shortest time 

in a way that three vessels have been already unloaded by them.” “The second part was 

received in the month of Ordibehesht [April 21-May 22, 2017] and the equipments were 

assembled during 40 days in a way that the containers which you see today in the dock 

are being moved by them. And the equipments of the third part are currently under 

assembly”, he added. “One of our honors is that these equipments are being 

manufactured jointly by Germany in a way that some parts of them have been 

manufactured by Germany and some parts by Iran”, the official further highlighted. 

Elsewhere in his remarks, Aghaei said that five phases have been planned for 

development of Shahid Beheshti Port to boost its capacity from the current 8.5 million 

tons (which is capable of reaching 15 million tons) to 82-85 million tons. The maritime 

official also underlined Chabahar’s complementary role for Gwadar Port of Pakistan and 

Sohar Port of Oman. Refereeing to the project for building railway from Chabahar to 

Zahedan (center city of Sistan-Baluchestan Province), he said good measures have been 

conducted in this due and the project has a 25.7 percent progress so far. The railway will 

be complete by the next 2-3 years so that the railway potential could be used for cargo 

transportation, he added. 

Environmental protection observed 

Visiting infrastructures and equipments in Shahid Beheshti Port, the journalists and 

reporters also listened to Amir-Hossein Esmaeeli, the operator of Shahid Beheshti Port 

development project, who described the measures, specially engineering operations, 

taken for development of the port. Emphasizing that the project is complying with all 

environmental factors, the operator elaborated on the measures to displace 32,000 

coral colonies to a distance of five kilometers far from the dock in order to protect them. 

He further expounded upon docks of the port and said: “We built five docks in the first 

phase including two container docks with the length of 720 meters and three 

multipurpose docks with the length of 684 meters.” He put the land reclamation at 32 

hectares for the container docks and 31 hectares for the multipurpose docks of the port, 

saying: “We made 63 hectares land reclamation in total at the cost of $341 million.” 

Elsewhere in his remarks, Esmaeeli referred to the significance of conducting port 

development projects and said: “Given that over 86 percent of Iran’s trade is through 

the ports, we should make our development projects feasible in the shortest possible 

time.” 

Source: www.tehrantimes.com, 28 November 2017 

http://www.tehrantimes.com/news/418865/Chabahar-under-spotlight-to-boost-Iran-s-sea-trade
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Changing times but how will shipping be affected? 

-Malcolm Latarche 

For some it is seen as a pragmatic approach given that EU pressure on the IMO has 

already had some effect but for others it is a prelude to piling on more pressure when 

– if as they deem likely – the IMO is unable to bring other nations on board. For the 

shipping industry it is generally being seen as a positive development that has taken 

some of the pressure off at a time when there is already the ballast treatment and 

2020 sulphur caps to resolve. It will be some time before the EU’s real intentions 

are clarified but there is a high possibility that when the time does come around, the 

EU will be a very different organisation than it currently is.  Across Europe, the 

political landscape in many of the member nations is being transformed and there 

is an accelerating trend towards ‘Euroscepticism’. First manifested in the UK’s 

decision to leave the EU, the Dutch and French elections seemed to indicate a 

reverse but while parties committed to the EU did win those elections, there were 

significant gains by other parties less enamoured of the EU project.  

Since then, Germany’s election has resulted in a parliament that has not as yet 

several weeks later been able to form a working government. That may change in 

the coming days but it is very likely that what (if any) government does emerge will 

be far less stable and less committed to some EU policies than previously. One of 

the apparent sticking points was the impasse over energy and environmental policy 

between the two smaller parties in the proposed coalition. Then the Austrian and 

Czech elections saw parties committed to the EU suffer spectacular defeats with 

Eurosceptic parties gaining the upper hand. Next year there will be elections in 

several EU member states including Italy, Sweden and Hungary and current polls 

show similar events likely to happen. The changing mood in Europe will have an 

effect upon the future direction of the EU and a likely change in emphasis on 

policies. Among the changes sought after is less centralisation and freedom for 

individual member states to determine their own priorities. That could very likely 

change the way regulation of shipping is perceived and the economics rather than 

environmental performance seen as being of the highest priority.  In all respects 

shipping has always been hostage to political events and this will never change. 

What will be interesting to see is how the now obviously changing world order will 

alter the direction of the last decade or two by 2020 when the UK will be outside of 

the EU and President Trump seeking re-election. 

Source: shipinsight.com, 23 November 2017 

https://shipinsight.com/author/mlatarche/
https://shipinsight.com/changing-times-will-shipping-affected/
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Ocean Container Shipping Line Sees Spectacular Turnaround in Profits 

ISRAEL – WORLDWIDE – The latest results from ocean carrier Zim Lineare enough to 

cheer up any shipping executives who may sometimes doubt their wisdom when 

choosing a career. Spectacular hardly describes the phenomena of turning a $151.3 

million loss for the first nine months of 2016, into a $51.3 million profit in the equivalent 

period this year. There are several factors which produced such a turnaround, not least 

the average freight rise chargeable on a container from $898 to $1,008, a 12% jump in 

the comparable January to September figures. Most of the spike in profitability has 

occurred in Q3 with an adjusted net profit of $36.2 million, compared to the adjusted 

net loss of $40.4 million in Q3 2016. Those months saw Zim carry 10.6% more TEUs, 

688,000 as opposed to 622,000, reaping a net profit of £25.2 million against the 

previous net loss of £37.6 million. This period also saw that rate per box show the 

biggest hike, up from $887 at a time of falling rates, to £1,058, an almost 20% increase 

year on year. 

Zim executives were however not showing too much excitement despite the turnaround 

saying that many challenges still lie ahead for the industry with uncertainty over freight 

rates and fuel bunkerage costs. Zim does however claim to be in the forefront of the 

blockchain revolution, something we covered in our August article. The system, 

developed by paperless systems specialist Wave uses distributed ledger technology to 

ensure that all parties can issue, transfer, endorse and manage shipping and trade 

related documents through a secure decentralised network. The application is free for 

Shippers, Importers and Traders and requires no IT or operational changes. Describing 

the electronic bill of lading substitute as the ‘Holy Grail’ Zim says its Integrated Shipping 

Services is convinced the system will lead ocean shipping into the digital era. Zim has 

successfully trialled the scheme on a consignment of containers shipped by Sparx 

Logistics from China to Canada, with all delivered to the consignees without a hitch. 

Zim CEO Eli Glickman said he was proud his company was leading the way whilst IO 

Eyal Ben-Amram commented: 

”Promoting innovation and technology in our industry is an integral part of 

Zim’s vision. While we are still in the process of evaluating the technology, we 

are confident that this type of forward-looking ideas will advance our industry 

as a whole towards a more efficient and modern phase.” 

For its part this was a crucial test for Wave as the first pilot of its kind by an ocean carrier 

and CEO Gadi Ruschin commented: 

http://www.zim.com/pages/default.aspx
http://www.handyshippingguide.com/shipping-news/blockchain-not-block-train-may-be-the-way-forward-for-shipping-and-logistics_8346
http://wavebl.com/
http://www.sparxlogistics.com/
http://www.sparxlogistics.com/
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“We thank Zim for leading the industry adoption of the Wave application and 

network. Moving to a digital Bill of Lading would be hugely beneficial in 

supporting the supply chain in general, through reduced costs, error free 

documentation and fast transfer of original documents. We look forward to 

continuing the process and invite more of ZIM’s customers and partners to join 

the pilots and use Wave for their business needs” 

Source: www.handyshippingguide.com, 23 November 2017 

 

EU member states approve EU Emissions Trading System revision 

Member states of the European Union (EU) have given their approval to revise the EU 

Emissions Trading System (EU ETS), which seeks to reduce greenhouse gas emissions. 

The approval is based on a provisional deal that was reached by the EU Parliament and 

Council around two weeks previously, which related to the revision of the EU ETS for 

the period after 2020. The revision is intended to help the EU achieve a significant part 

of its commitment to reducing greenhouse gas emissions by at least 40% by 2030 that 

was originally made under the Paris Agreement. Welcoming the latest approval 

European Community Shipowners’ Associations (ECSA) secretary general Martin 

Dorsman said: “European shipowners have a strong interest to decarbonise the industry 

and we think it is the right decision that the EU will leave regulation of shipping’s carbon 

dioxide (CO2) emissions to the International Maritime Organisation. “The IMO is 

currently busy drawing up its strategy for reducing CO2 emissions from the 

international shipping. “IMO is the organisation to regulate our global industry.” IMO 

aims to adopt an initial strategy for comprehensive emission reductions from ships next 

year, followed by the implementation of a final plan in 2023. The shipping industry 

previously proposed not to increase the sector’s total CO2emissions above 2008 levels 

during IMO’s latest intersessional meeting held last month. The proposal is expected to 

recognise 2008 as the year of peak emissions from shipping operations and will help 

IMO to agree upon reduction percentages per tonne-kilometre, as well as finalise a 

reduction percentage to set a total emissions target from the sector by 2050. 

Source: www.ship-technology.com, 23 November 2017 

 

http://www.handyshippingguide.com/shipping-news/ocean-container-shipping-line-sees-spectacular-turnaround-in-profits_8623
https://www.ship-technology.com/news/eu-member-states-approve-eu-emissions-trading-system-revision/
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Indian Navy gets logistics base east of Malacca in Singapore 

- Ajay Banerjee 

In what could be a key strategic development  that could raise the eyebrows in Beijing, 

India now has an arrangement to have its naval warships refuelled and restocked at 

Singapore, located at gateway to the contested waters of the South China Sea through 

which passes some 35 per cent of Indian trade. India and Singapore on Wednesday 

signed a Navy-to-Navy agreement. Defence Minister of Singapore Dr Ng Eng Hens at a 

joint press conference with his Indian counterpart Nirmala Sitharaman said: “We 

encourage Indian Navy to visit Changi base (Singapore) more often. The bilateral Navy 

agreement has the mutual logistics support.” He went on to say that both countries 

would increase more participation and activity in the Malacca Straits and the Andaman 

Sea. Singapore sits at the eastern edge of this crucial water channel that is the shortest 

route between Indian Ocean with the Pacific Ocean. 

The Navy will have a full-fledged logistics facility that is 2,177 km east from its nearest 

base at Port Blair in the Andaman and Nicobar Islands in the Bay of Bengal. This is the 

first such military logistics agreement with a country east of Malacca indicating a shift 

eastwards for the Indian Navy. 

In the past decade, India has laid down its primary area of interest as the sea between 

the Gulf of Hormuz (Persian Gulf) and the Straits of Malacca. The waters east of Mallaca 

have been an area of secondary interest and with this move will buttress Indian 

engagement with the 10-member Asean bloc. 

Indian Navy has started its Mallaca patrol in June this year to protect the Sae Lanes of 

communication (SLOCs). The US Department of Defence, in its Military and Security 

Developments involving the People’s Republic of China 2017 highlighted why the 

Malacca Straits were crucial for China. It said, “Malacca Straits are critical to the 

transport of natural gas and oil…China is particularly reliant on unimpeded sea lane of 

communications like the South China Sea and Malacca Straits.” “In 2016, approximately 

80 per cent of China’s oil imports and 11 per cent of natural gas imports transited the 

South China Sea and Strait of Malacca. Despite China’s efforts, the sheer volume of oil 

and liquefied natural gas that is imported to China from the Middle East and Africa will 

continue to make strategic sea lane of communications important to China,” the report 

noted. 
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In 2016, China imported oil to meet approximately 64 per cent of its needs. This figure 

is projected to grow to approximately 80 per cent by 2035, according to the 

International Energy Agency. China continues to look primarily to the Persian Gulf, 

Africa to satisfy its growing oil and gas demands, making the Malacca Straits even more 

important. 

  Source: www.tribuneindia.com, 29 November 2017 
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The impact of Marine Sand Mining in Johor 

Sand is the second most exploited natural resources in the world after fresh water. In 

the world scene, many lives are lost fighting for it. The industry is plagued with 

corruption, the mafia, and criminal intimidation.Sand is important because all 

development depends on its supply. Without this, development would grind to a stop. 

As a comparison, Singapore is twenty percent larger than previously. Imagine the 

amount of sand imported into the country to achieve this feat. Closer to home, this year 

saw many cases of illegal marine sand taking in Straits of Melaka from the state of 

Penang to Johor. Malaysia is a hotspot for illegal sand taking as other countries like 

Vietnam, Indonesia and Cambodia are banning exports due to pressure from 

environmental groups and local fishermen. This is also partly due to the almost 

exhausted river sand. 

Until recently, sand is mined predominantly from land quarries and river beds. 

However, the practice of marine sand mining has increased significantly due in part to 

extensive exploitation, stricter environmental regulations and the outlawing of riverbed 

sand mining in other regions of the world.  Despite a previous ban on sand export, 

Malaysia remains in the top ten list of world export for sand from 2010 to 2014. We 

ranked 66th in the world in terms of land size. This is in contradiction with other 

countries in the top 10 like US and China who dwarf us.  

In July 2917, the government has begun issuing permits for marine sand mining in the 

waters of Parit Jawa. Up to 40 permits were issued to allow marine sand to be exported to 

Singapore. With the price of sand ranging from RM200 to RM600 per tonne, and 40 ships each 

taking an excess of 1000 tonnes each day; in 180 days, the potential profit made from the mines 

would yield RM1.44 billion to RM4.32 billion. The amount alone would be able to finance the 

Johor government for up to 3 years! 

Ecological treasure trove 

It must be noted that the extraction zone in Parit Jawa is within traditional fish breeding 

grounds as the site is located near a mangrove swamp. Additionally, the fishery 

department also prohibits disruptive fishing methods such as trawling within the 

MARINE ENVIRONMENT 
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zone. Parit Jawa is a world-renowned bird watching site. The site is also a 

known natural heritage where the world’s rarest stork, "the lesser adjutant" This area 

also supports the livelihood of 200 fishing boats and 600 fishermen and their families. 

Since operations begun, many fishermen have made police reports due to the loss of 

their nets, fish trap and damaged equipment due to dredging activities.  However, there 

has been no news of action or compensation forthcoming by the relevant authorities. 

In the report titled “Malaysian Coastal Environment - Planning development and 

management of the environment in preparation for the next millennium” by the 

Department of Irrigation and Drainage Malaysia Director-General Ir Hj Keizrul 

Abdullah, it was highlighted that uncontrolled sand mining activity was the main 

problem in coastal environmental management.  The report states that when sand 

mining is carried out near to shoreline, it allows larger waves to reach the shoreline and 

increases the sediment transport rate that often leads to coastal erosion problem. 

The effects of marine sand and gravel extraction on the macrobenthos at a commercial 

dredging site after dredging meant that benthic assemblages only return after 4 years 

and can only be attained if the topography and original sediment composition are 

restored. All these points to the destruction of the nearshore marine environment and 

the impacted the livelihood of local fisherman as evidenced in the mega projects in 

Pengerang (photo) and Pulau Merambong aka the Forest City. The most dramatic 

impact of ocean sand mining is surely felt in Indonesia, where sand miners have 

completely erased at least two dozen islands since 2005. 

Do we want to wait till that happens in Malaysia? 

While the above zone is under the jurisdiction of the federal government under 

Continental Shelf Act 1966, the effect and impact is felt on Johor soil and 

our anak Johor (Johoreans). What then, is the stand of the Johor government? We 

demand a full halt of the said activities with immediate effect pending a state-initiated 

environmental impact assessment, not limited only by the Environment Quality Act 

1974. We also demand full compensation to the fishermen for their loss of income and 

the loss of their fishing equipment. We also demand the banning of export of marine 

sand to other countries to protect and preserve our precious natural resources for our 

own use and development. 

Source: www.malaysiakini.com, 28 November 2017 

https://www.malaysiakini.com/letters/403574
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Spate of finfish deaths in Macquarie Harbour after warm spell 

- Alexandra Humphries 

TASMANIA’S Environmental Protection Authority has confirmed another spate of 

finfish deaths in Macquarie Harbour. The authority said it had received reports from 

salmon farmers of increased fish deaths during the past week, with dissolved oxygen 

levels across the mid-water depths lower than at this time last year when alarm bells 

began to ring. One source reported that up to 12 1000-litre bins of dead fish were 

removed from boats at Strahan one day last week. Summer is regarded as a critical time 

for salmon farming in Macquarie Harbour as dissolved oxygen levels decline and surface 

temperatures warm, which can create a lethal environment for fish. About 270 tonnes 

of Petuna’s fish, estimated to be 3.7 per cent of its harbour stock, suffocated in one event 

after a storm in 2015. Tassal chief executive Mark Ryan said the recent spike in warm 

weather had seen a “predictable elevation” of fish deaths, which was now coming back 

down, while Huon Aquaculture said one trout pen had experienced a higher than 

normal mortality rate. Tassal said the number of fish it had lost was commercial in 

confidence. The company now plans to bring forward its harvest in the harbour, a move 

environment groups have been calling for since the Mercury revealed the company 

expected to farm additional salmon above the harbour-wide cap in April.  “The 

reduction in stocking levels is important as it will enable our farms in the harbour to 

adequately fallow, and continue to benefit from the improvements already noted since 

the installation of the waste capture system,” Mr Ryan said. Huon Aquaculture said it 

had experienced elevated mortalities in one trout pen, but mortalities remained low in 

all other salmon and trout pens. Huon Aquaculture launched legal action over the 

environmental regulation of the harbour earlier this year. 

The company revealed a confidential letter from Environment Protection Authority 

director Wes Ford earlier this year which detailed his concerns about the likelihood of a 

mass fish kill in the harbour, and the need for salmon companies to develop contingency 

plans. On Monday, the authority said director Wes Ford remained concerned about the 

low oxygen levels. Petuna Aquaculture said it had not suffered deaths as a result of low 

oxygen levels in the past week, but last month experienced a mortality event affecting 3 

per cent of the company’s smolt stock in the harbour, or about 76,000 fish. “Given the 

recent record high temperatures, we are concerned about the potential impacts on 

dissolved oxygen levels in the harbour,” a spokeswoman said. Greens marine 

environment spokeswoman Rosalie Woodruff said the fish deaths were hardly 

surprising, and called for a marine environment condition report on Macquarie 
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Harbour to be provided urgently by the Environment Minister. “There’s clearly a risk to 

the health of marine life from the salmon farm operations,” Dr Woodruff said. 

Source: www.themercury.com.au, 27 November 2017 

 

UK considers tax on single-use plastics to tackle ocean pollution 

-Peter Walker 

The chancellor, Philip Hammond, will announce in next week’s budget a “call for 

evidence” on how taxes or other charges on single-use plastics such as takeaway cartons 

and packaging could reduce the impact of discarded waste on marine and bird life, the 

Treasury has said. The commitment was welcomed by environmental and wildlife 

groups, though they stressed that any eventual measures would need to be ambitious 

and coordinated. An estimated 12m tonnes of plastic enters the oceans each year, and 

residues are routinely found in fish, sea birds and marine mammals. This week it 

emerged that plastics had been discovered even in creatures living seven miles beneath 

the sea. The introduction just over two years ago of a 5p charge on single-use plastic 

bags led to an 85% reduction in their use inside six months. Separately, the environment 

department is seeking evidence on how to reduce the dumping of takeaway drinks 

containers such as coffee cups through measures such as a deposit return scheme. 

Announcing the move on plastics, the Treasury cited statistics saying more than a 

million birds and 100,000 sea mammals and turtles die each year from eating or getting 

tangled in plastic waste. 

The BBC series Blue Planet II has highlighted the scale of plastic debris in the oceans. 

In the episode to be broadcast this Sunday, albatrosses try to feed plastic to their young, 

and a pilot whale carries her dead calf with her for days in mourning. Scientists working 

with the programme believed the mother’s milk was made poisonous by pollution. The 

call for evidence will begin in the new year and will take into account the findings of the 

consultation on drinks containers. Tisha Brown, an oceans campaigner for Greenpeace 

UK, said the decades-long use of almost indestructible materials to make single-use 

products “was bound to lead to problems, and we’re starting to discover how big those 

problems are”. She said: “Ocean plastic pollution is a global emergency, it is everywhere 

from the Arctic Ocean at top of the world to the Marianas trench at the bottom of the 

Pacific. It’s in whales, turtles and 90% of sea birds, and it’s been found in our salt, our 

tap water and even our beer. “The Treasury’s announcement is only a statement of 

http://www.themercury.com.au/business/spate-of-finfish-deaths-in-macquarie-harbour-after-warm-spell/news-story/1439dc6bae2c09c24d1dec29baf5dd01
https://www.theguardian.com/profile/peterwalker
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2017/nov/15/plastics-found-in-stomachs-of-deepest-sea-creatures
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2017/nov/15/plastics-found-in-stomachs-of-deepest-sea-creatures
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2016/jul/30/england-plastic-bag-usage-drops-85-per-cent-since-5p-charged-introduced
https://consult.defra.gov.uk/waste-and-recycling/call-for-evidence-drinks-containers/
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intent, but it recognises the significance of the problem and the urgent need for a 

solution. There is a long way to go, but hopefully this is the beginning of the end for 

single-use plastic.” Jeff Knott, head of nature policy for the RSPB, noted how Blue Planet 

was “seeing attention turned to the manmade threats the marine world faces”. He said: 

“Sadly our marine life is in trouble. Through the mismanagement of our waters with 

fishing, pollution and littering we are seeing declines in many important marine species 

as well as those that depend on them. “A tax on single-use plastics is a welcome move, 

but we must also recognise more needs to be done to tackle the often less visible threats.” 

After the Brexit vote, Knott said, the UK had “a strong interest in demonstrating global 

leadership in tackling this international problem that impacts not just on our shores and 

our overseas territories but every coastline around the world. However, this must be 

part of a bigger package of measures that also looks at overfishing, lack of protection, 

climate change and pollution.” Mike Barrett, director of science and policy for the 

wildlife charity WWF, said: “Too often birds, fish, turtles and whales are found dead 

having eaten plastic. Plastic is suffocating our seas. “Any action to tackle single-use 

plastic is a good thing, but we must ensure any action is truly ambitious if we want to 

make the real difference needed to help save the planet.” 

Source: www.theguardian.com, 18 November 2017 

 

Ocean microplastics: 'Lost 99%' of tiny pollutants could now be identified 

with new method 

- Josh Gabbatiss 

A new method has been developed that could help scientists identify the “lost 99 per 

cent” of microplastics in the world’s oceans. Microplastics are fragments of plastic 

measuring less than 5 millimetres. They mainly arise from large plastic objects, which 

accumulate in the oceans and slowly break down into smaller pieces. These tiny plastics 

are by far the most common type of marine pollution, but their size means most of them 

aren’t being taken into account when scientists attempt to analyse their prevalence. One 

study estimated that 99 per cent of plastic in the ocean remains unaccounted for. Now, 

scientists have used a fluorescent dye that specifically binds to plastic in order to 

accurately count the very smallest plastic fragments.  They found many more 

microplastics than were previously estimated.  “Using this method, a huge series of 

samples can be viewed and analysed very quickly, to obtain large amounts of data on 

https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2017/nov/18/uk-considers-tax-on-single-use-plastics-to-tackle-ocean-pollution
http://www.independent.co.uk/author/josh-gabbatiss
http://www.independent.co.uk/topic/microplastic
http://www.independent.co.uk/topic/plastic-pollution
http://www.pnas.org/content/111/28/10239
http://www.pnas.org/content/111/28/10239
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the quantities of small microplastics in seawater or, effectively, in any environmental 

sample,” said University of Warwick researcher Gabriel Erni-Cassola, lead author of 

the Environmental Science & Technology study. Prior to this, methods to assess 

microplastic prevalence have relied on scientists picking them out of seawater samples 

one by one. 

By adding their dye to samples, the scientists were able to easily detect fragments under 

a microscope in samples taken from the coast around Plymouth. This allows the process 

to be automated. "Have we found the lost 99 per cent of missing plastic in surface 

oceans? Obviously this method needs to be implemented in future scientific surveys to 

confirm our preliminary findings,” said co-author Dr Joseph Christie-Oleza, also at the 

University of Warwick. Many of particles they detected were no bigger than the width 

of a human hair, but even they can potentially be harmful to the environment, especially 

when ingested by animals. 

In a recent episode of Blue Planet II, viewers saw the plight of a pilot whale calf that may 

have been a victim of plastic poisoning via contamination in its mother’s milk. “Unless 

the flow of plastics and industrial pollution into the world's oceans is reduced, marine 

life will be poisoned by them for many centuries to come,” said Sir David 

Attenborough in his voiceover. As it stands, scientists still have much to learn about the 

toxic effects of plastic. Microplastics are certainly eaten by many animal species at the 

expense of actual food, and this can lead to starvation. It is also possible that chemicals 

and contaminants from the microplastics are absorbed by animals when they eat them, 

affecting their behaviour and bodily functions. This makes attempts to measure the 

extent of the plastic problem vital. "One of the major challenges right now is detecting 

the small stuff and extracting it from complex matrices," said Dr Chelsea Rochman, a 

plastic pollution researcher at the University of Toronto who was not involved in the 

study.  "I'd say I'm thrilled to see people working on this and that it seems this method 

may have some promise," said Dr Rochman. “It is important to understand how plastic 

waste behaves in the environment to correctly assess future policies,” said Dr Christie-

Oleza. 

Source: www.independent.co.uk, 24 November 2017 

 

 

http://pubs.acs.org/doi/10.1021/acs.est.7b04512
http://www.independent.co.uk/topic/blue-planet-ii
http://www.independent.co.uk/topic/sir-david-attenborough
http://www.independent.co.uk/topic/sir-david-attenborough
http://www.independent.co.uk/environment/ocean-microplastics-pollution-method-dye-identify-calculate-scientist-tiny-pollutants-a8074126.html
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Deeply Talks: Why Plastic Straws are key to fighting Ocean Pollution 

- Todd Woody 

The world uses 1 billion unrecyclable plastic straws a day – 500 million in the United 

States – an untold number of which end up in the ocean, polluting the water and 

coastlines and posing a deadly threat to sea turtles and other marine animals. The 

Lonely Whale Foundation’s “Strawless in Seattle” campaign resulted in the elimination 

of 2.3 million disposable plastic straws in the month of September in that city. As of July 

1, 2018, Seattle will ban non-compostable plastic straws and cutlery from 3,100 food 

service businesses that range from Starbucks to sports stadiums. Lonely Whale will take 

its strawless campaign to at least 10 more cities next year. In the latest episode of Deeply 

Talks, Todd Woody, News Deeply’s executive editor for environment, moderates a 

discussion about the straw ban and efforts to get people to “stop sucking” with Dune 

Ives, executive director of the Lonely Whale Foundation, Susan Fife-Ferris, director of 

solid waste planning and program management for Seattle Public Utilities and David 

Rhodes, global business director for paper straw maker Aardvark. 

Why focus on straws? 

“When I took a look at ways to bring people closer to the ocean and raise awareness 

about ocean health issues and specifically marine litter, we wanted to find that one item 

that was really ubiquitous for all of us in our everyday experiences,” said Ives, “for which 

there was a readily available acceptable alternative that could be acted upon very quickly 

by every person.” For the city of Seattle, straws were the last straw in a decade-long 

effort to replace plastic and Styrofoam packaging and utensils used by food service 

businesses with sustainable alternatives. “There are many certified compostable straws 

in the marketplace now,” said Fife-Ferris. While the city will allow compostable plastic 

straws, such straws can only be composted in industrial facilities and will not 

biodegrade if they get into the ocean. Paper straws made by Aardvark, however, are 

marine biodegradable, according to Rhodes. But it’s not really about straws, the 

panelists emphasized, it’s about using them to change attitudes toward a throwaway 

culture that has led to the ocean plastic pollution crisis. “The ingenuity of addressing 

something as small and common as a straw, something so often used without thought 

with a wasteful impact, is that it allows us to look at our wasteful behaviors and consider 

what else we carelessly and needlessly use,” said Fife-Ferris. 

Source: www.newsdeeply.com, 21 November 2017 

https://www.newsdeeply.com/oceans/contributor/todd-woody
https://www.newsdeeply.com/oceans/articles/2017/11/01/strawless-in-seattle-how-one-city-is-tackling-ocean-plastic-pollution
https://newsdeeply.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=8b78e9a34ff7443ec1e8c62c6&id=3ca08be29d&e=79d7b58694
https://newsdeeply.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=8b78e9a34ff7443ec1e8c62c6&id=4620cf9d07&e=79d7b58694
https://newsdeeply.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=8b78e9a34ff7443ec1e8c62c6&id=cbafc69fa6&e=79d7b58694
https://www.newsdeeply.com/oceans/articles/2017/11/21/deeply-talks-why-plastic-straws-are-key-to-fighting-ocean-pollution
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Popularity of plastic takes toll on oceans, puts human health at risk 

Our love affair with plastic—from water bottles, shopping bags, and drinking straws, to 

consumer product packaging—is taking a toll on the world’s oceans, and damaging 

the healthof people, marine birds, and animals. The filmmakers and scientists behind a 

new documentary exploring this problem recently joined Harvard T.H. Chan School of 

Public Health community members for a film screening and panel discussion. Experts 

offered solutions for policymakers, as well as steps ordinary citizens can take to reduce 

plastic pollution. The November 13, 2017 screening of A Plastic Ocean brought a packed 

audience of researchers, students, staff, and others to the Joseph B. Martin Conference 

Center. The event was sponsored by Harvard Chan School’s Office of the Dean and the 

Harvard Global Health Institute. The panel moderator was Adam Leipzig, the film’s 

producer. Harvard Business School alumnus Daniel Auerbach, MBA’87, who helped 

arrange the event, also spoke. 

More than 8 million of the nearly 300 million tons of plastic produced every year—half 

of which is estimated to be for single use—are dumped in the world’s oceans, creating 

what some call an “underwater smog” of plastic debris. This debris can sicken seabirds 

and marine life that ingest it, potentially harming the health of people who consume 

affected animals. 

Several years ago, journalist Craig Leeson, director of A Plastic Ocean, was filming 

whales underwater in what he considered a pristine part of the Indian Ocean off the 

coast of Sri Lanka when he discovered discarded plastic bottles on the ocean floor. Thus 

began a four-year documentary film project, for which he, working with a team of 

scientists, traveled to 20 locations around the globe to document the effects of plastic 

on marine ecosystems. The film describes the process by which plastic that ends up in 

the ocean breaks up over time to become tiny pieces known as microplastics. These 

microplastics enter the food chain, ushering toxins into the fatty tissues of fish and other 

animals, which may subsequently be consumed by people. The Harvard Chan School 

screening featured a condensed version of the film, which was released in theaters in 

2017. 

Among the statistics cited by the panelists: 

• According to the Container Recycling Institute, 100.7 billion plastic beverage bottles 

were sold in the U.S. in 2014, or 315 bottles per person. 

https://www.hsph.harvard.edu/news/topic/water-pollution/
https://www.hsph.harvard.edu/news/topic/global-health/
https://www.hsph.harvard.edu/news/topic/health-policy/
https://www.hsph.harvard.edu/news/topic/environmental-health/
http://aplasticocean.film/
https://www.hsph.harvard.edu/deans-office/dean-michelle-a-williams/
https://www.adamleipzig.com/producer/
https://www.plasticoceans.org/interview-with-craig-leeson/
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• Annually approximately 500 billion plastic bags are used worldwide. More than one 

million bags are used every minute. 

• A plastic bag has an average “working life” of 15 minutes. 

• Packaging is the largest end-use market segment, accounting for just over 40% of 

total plastic usage. 

In her welcoming remarks, Harvard Chan School Dean Michelle A. Williams said the 

event could hardly have been more timely. “It comes at a point when it’s increasingly 

clear that we must look to gatherings like this, and to people like you in this room, for 

leadership on critical issues like pollution and climate change,” Williams said. 

Communication among people from diverse backgrounds and experiences is the key to 

finding solutions. “Communication creates the necessary conditions for both sound 

policy and wise personal choices. In public health, this means speaking up and speaking 

out about what we know to be true,” she said. “We know climate change is linked to 

human activity. We know air and water pollution are harming people’s health—not in 

some remote time and place, but here and now. And we know that pollution of the 

oceans affects the entire planet, not just some exotic sea birds….Yet our scientific 

training teaches us to hedge where we could declare, to be precise at the expense of being 

clear, to provide information where we could instead share wisdom.” 

Marine eco-toxicologist Jennifer Lavers, research scientist, Institute for Marine and 

Antarctic Studies at the University of Tasmania, discussed her work studying the impact 

of plastic pollution on the marine environment, particularly on seabirds. Seabirds pick 

up plastic believing it to be food and carry it back to their chicks, she said. In the film 

she displayed over 200 small pieces of plastic found inside one seabird that was only 90 

days old. Seabirds are like the “canary in the coalmine,” she said, referring to when 

canaries were exposed to air in mines to see if it was safe for miners to work. Seabirds 

and marine life are “screaming at us to pay attention and do something,” she said 

Panelist Ashish Jha, who is senior associate dean, research translation and global 

strategy and K.T. Li Professor of Global Health at the Harvard Chan School as well as 

director of the Harvard Global Health Institute, said scientists and other experts need 

to speak up with more certainty about ocean pollution and other environmental issues. 

When scientists fail to speak definitively about causes and effects of pollution, it makes 

the issue seem “distant” and people are less likely to take action to change it. “You have 

https://www.hsph.harvard.edu/deans-office/dean-michelle-a-williams/
http://www.utas.edu.au/profiles/staff/imas/Jennifer-Lavers
https://www.hsph.harvard.edu/ashish-jha/
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to make that connection to human health,” he said. “That’s what it takes to motivate 

people.” 

The speakers agreed that new policies and systems that reward consumers for reducing 

their use of plastic, encourage recycling, and provide opportunities for businesses and 

consumers to earn revenue are critical. As an example, Leeson said a successful Plastic 

Bank organization pilot program has been set up in Haiti in which local residents collect 

discarded plastic and trade it in for cash. Panelists suggested making simple lifestyle 

changes such as refusing to use single-use plastic items, passing up straws at 

restaurants, and informing store managers about unnecessary plastic packaging. “You 

start at home. That’s where you start to make a difference,” Leeson said. 

Source: www.hsph.harvard.edu, 27 November 2017 

 

Synthetic clothes fibres 'do more damage to oceans than microbeads': 

Washing items such as fleeces 'is 16 times more damaging' 

-Colin Fernandez 

Washing synthetic clothes such as fleeces is 16 times more damaging for the ocean than 

microbeads, a report claimed yesterday. While the Government is moving to ban 

microbeads, the artificial fibres rinsed from our clothes are more numerous and more 

damaging to marine life, researchers said. The fibres – invisible to the naked eye – are 

released into the water supply while they are washed and are so small they cannot be 

filtered by water treatment plants. Alternatives to plastic fibres include textiles made of 

waste products including coffee grounds, orange peel or algae, experts have suggested. 

But the industry continues to make garments from synthetic fibres as clothing 

production worldwide has doubled in the past 15 years. Fuelling this rise is a 'growing 

middle class population' across the globe and 'fast fashion' – quick turnaround of new 

styles, more fashion collections each year and low prices. The report was launched by 

fashion designer Stella McCartney and yachtswoman Dame Ellen MacArthur 

yesterday.  It was published by Miss MacArthur's foundation, a charity committed to 

cutting waste in the economy and environment. Describing the impact of synthetic 

clothes, the report said that 'around half a million tonnes [of plastic microfibres] every 

year contribute to ocean pollution – 16 times more than plastic microbeads from 

cosmetics'. 

https://plasticbank.org/
https://plasticbank.org/
https://www.hsph.harvard.edu/news/features/plastic-pollution-harms-oceans-health/
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/home/search.html?s=&authornamef=Colin+Fernandez+Environment+Correspondent+For+The+Daily+Mail
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Researchers called for people to wear clothes for longer periods, use recycled fabrics and 

even to rent items instead of buying them.  More than 55 per cent of all clothing made 

is polyester – one of the plastic fabrics that produces high levels of microfibres.  The 

damage caused by microfibres occurs when they are eaten by sea creatures such as 

shellfish and plankton.  The fibres also end up in other fish – and studies have found 

they ultimately end up in food consumed by humans. 'We end up eating our own 

clothes,' Rob Opsomer, one of the authors, told the Times. Plastic bottles can take many 

years to break down in the ocean but clothing fibres can immediately be eaten by sea 

creatures and are too small to be filtered out by sewage plants.  The report, called A New 

Textiles Economy: Redesigning Fashion's Future, suggested designers embrace fabrics 

made of waste products. As well as orange peel and coffee grounds, they suggest using 

a textile called QMILK – made out of discarded milk – and Agraloop – made out of 

fibres left over from pineapple, banana and sugar cane production. Cotton – accounting 

for 27 per cent of all clothing production –can also be highly damaging due to the huge 

amount of water it needs in its production. The half a million tonnes of microfibres cited 

as being released into the oceans every year is the equivalent of more than 50billion 

plastic bottles.  In a separate report last month, scientists found that up to 80 per cent 

of British mussels were contaminated by tiny pieces of plastic. Researchers from King's 

College London examined four beaches in Kent to examine pollution levels. The tests 

showed 80 per cent of mussels collected at Ramsgate were contaminated and in Herne 

Bay the figure was 40 per cent.Although the molluscs are not harvested for food, the 

results showed that plastic was entering the food chain. Dr Stephanie Wright, of King's, 

said the impact on humans was a 'big unknown'. She added: 'Other animals will be 

eating those animals with plastics, which puts the particles in [our] food chain.' 

Source: www.dailymail.co.uk/, 29 November 2017  

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-5126917/Synthetic-clothes-fibres-fleeces-damaging-oceans.html
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Glimpse of a post-American world 

- Nathan Gardels 

Events this week on opposite sides of the planet offered a glimpse of what a post-

American world might look like. In Bonn, Germany, nations of the world gathered 

together at a summit to chart the path ahead on fighting climate change through 

implementing the Paris accord, which U.S. President Donald Trump has rejected. At the 

APEC meeting in Danang, Vietnam, 11 Pacific Basin countries, led by Japan, decided to 

push ahead on a multilateral trade agreement that would substitute for the Trans-Pacific 

Partnership that the Trump administration has pulled out of. A year into his presidency, 

Trump and his “America first” policies at home have yet to yield any significant benefits 

for the “left behind” he championed during his election campaign. Abroad, it appears 

that it is America itself that is being left behind.  “During President Donald Trump’s first 

official Asia tour,” Richard Javad Heydarian writes from Manila, “the precipitous 

erosion of America’s decades-long hegemony in the region has been painfully apparent.” 

Heydarian notes how the U.S. presence in Asia is becoming critically unbalanced. 

“While America continues to maintain a significant military edge over its closest rivals, 

it’s gradually losing the main battle that is defining this century: trade and investment,” 

he says. “Meanwhile, China is busy shaping the world in its own image with verve and 

vigor. In a surreal twist of events, a communist regime has now emerged as the unlikely 

guardian of globalization and multilateral diplomacy.” Evaluating Trump’s 12-day Asia 

tour, former Australian Prime Minster Kevin Rudd also sees that America’s retreat 

means that other nations will set the agenda. “The U.S. has ceded regional economic 

leadership separately to China and Japan for the foreseeable future at least,” he writes. 

Inevitably, the economic fate of the region bleeds over into security issues. “There is also 

the question of how to manage the danger of a broader bifurcation of the region between 

Chinese and American spheres of influence,” Rudd warns. “Such a process is inherently 

GEOPOLITICS 

https://www.washingtonpost.com/people/nathan-gardels/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/theworldpost/wp/2017/11/13/trump-china/?utm_term=.e2f51a133c6a
https://www.rand.org/paf/projects/us-china-scorecard.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/theworldpost/wp/2017/11/15/trump-asia/?utm_term=.ea45e4190a1b
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destabilizing. Indeed, regional governments are feeling the pressure to choose.” Rudd’s 

concern brings to mind a wise adage from Singapore’s former foreign minister George 

Yeo: “While Asian countries might value the U.S. as a friend, no one wants China as an 

enemy.” Rudd’s advice for escaping this dilemma is “to form a more resilient regional 

security architecture that escapes brittle, binary strategic choices.” 

On this score, the incipient “Indo-Pacific” strategy trotted out by Trump on his tour is 

moving in the opposite direction. As Gurpreet S. Khurana writes from New Delhi, 

“‘Indo-Pacific,’ as Trump uses it, implies a new configuration in which India and 

America, along with the other major democratic nations in Asia — Japan and Australia 

especially — join to contain China’s growing influence in an updated version of the Cold 

War.” A captain in the Indian Navy and a maritime strategist, Khurana is credited with 

first using the term “Indo-Pacific” in a 2007 essay. Since both China and Japan get 

around 80 percent of their oil supplies through the Malacca Strait, he argues, the Indian 

Ocean area and the western Pacific should be considered one integrated region. And, as 

both the Indian and Chinese economies are among the fastest-growing in the world, 

tighter links between South and East Asia will inexorably develop. But Trump’s twist of 

the concept, says Khurana, “departs significantly from its original meaning and intent. 

My intention was to re-conceptualize how Asian nations are actually linked together 

from the Indian Ocean to the Pacific, and I wanted to emphasize the overarching goal 

of preserving global and regional stability through commercial and strategic maritime 

cooperation. It was not meant as the opposite — a geopolitical framework that divides 

Asia into friends and enemies.” He concludes: “The aim ought to be building common 

prosperity in these linked regions. Otherwise, the region will become yet another theater 

of the ‘Thucydides Trap,’ in which rising and established powers fight to impose their 

dominance.” 

 

Source: www.washingtonpost.com, 17 November 2017 

 

 

https://www.huffingtonpost.com/george-yeo/asia-america-china-enemy_b_5695624.html
https://www.huffingtonpost.com/george-yeo/asia-america-china-enemy_b_5695624.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/theworldpost/wp/2017/11/14/trump-asia-trip/?utm_term=.7fcf11ab781b
https://idsa.in/strategicanalysis/SecurityofSeaLinesProspectsforIndiaJapanCooperation_gskhurana_0107
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/theworldpost/wp/2017/11/17/trump-trade/?utm_term=.cfd45c1ad3f4
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Indian navy the odd man out in Asia's 'Quad' alliance 

- Sanjeev Miglani 

The Trump administration is pushing security ties between the United States, India, 

Japan and Australia, but the revival of the Asian “Quad” must overcome lingering 

mistrust in New Delhi towards its allies that hampers genuine military cooperation. 

Joint naval drills have been at the heart of a relationship that analysts widely see as a 

move to counterbalance China’s rising power by binding the region’s leading 

democracies more closely together. But while the navies of the United States, Japan and 

Australia can easily operate together - based on common U.S.-designed combat systems 

and data links - India is the outlier. Not only are most of its ships and warplanes 

Russian-made, its government and military remain deeply reluctant to share data and 

open up sensitive military communications systems. The United States has carried out 

more naval exercises with India than any other nation. But naval sources and experts 

say these are more about “cultural familiarisation” than drills for joint combat. Because 

India will not sign an agreement on sharing data, naval exercises are conducted through 

voice and text commands with rudimentary SMS-style data exchange, Indian and 

Japanese military sources said. “Think of it as directing your friend to your house in the 

1980s. Your left may be his right, neither of you have situational awareness,” said Abhijit 

Iyer-Mitra, a senior fellow at New Delhi’s Institute of Peace and Conflict Studies who 

has tracked the military exercises. “What the Americans want is 2017 - drop a pin on 

Google maps and hit share. You know where your friend is and he knows where your 

house is and how to get to it.” The Indian defence ministry did not respond to a request 

for a comment. 

Annual Drills 

The so-called Quad to discuss and cooperate on security emerged briefly as an initiative 

a decade ago - much to the annoyance of China - and was revived recently, with an 

officials-level meeting this month on the sidelines of a regional gathering in Manila. The 

Trump administration has talked up cooperation with India as part of efforts for a “free, 

open and thriving Indo-Pacific”. Describing the Indian and Pacific Oceans as a “single 

strategic arena”, U.S. Secretary of State Rex Tillerson described India and the United 

States as regional “bookends”. “In concrete terms, it will lead to great co-ordination 

between the Indian, Japanese and American militaries including maritime domain 

awareness, anti-submarine warfare, amphibious warfare, and humanitarian assistance, 

disaster relief, and search and rescue,” he said. 

https://in.reuters.com/journalists/sanjeev-miglani
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To be sure, India and the United States have steadily been bringing more powerful ships 

into their annual “Malabar” drills that have been expanded to include Japan in recent 

years. This year the USS Nimitz carrier group was deployed for the manoeuvres off 

India’s eastern coast, along with an aircraft carrier from India and a helicopter carrier 

from Japan. But a Japanese Maritime Self Defence Forces official said when Japan 

conducts drills with the Indian navy, communication is done mostly through voice 

transmission. There is no satellite link that would allow the two navies to access 

information and share monitor displays in on-board command centres. Communication 

is usually the most difficult aspect of any joint drill, he said. 

Building Blocks 

The exercises are meant to lay the ground for joint patrols that the U.S. eventually wants 

to conduct with India and its allies across the Indian Ocean and the Pacific. U.S. Marine 

Corps Lieutenant Colonel Christopher Logan, a Pentagon spokesman, said better 

interoperability was a goal of the exercises and noted that India’s enhanced role as a 

major U.S. defence partner would help boost the relationship. “The designation of India 

as a major defence partner is significant and is intended to elevate defence trade and 

technology sharing with India to a level commensurate with that of our closest allies and 

partners,” he said. “As this relationship matures so will the level of interoperability.” 

Last year, India signed a military logistics pact with the United States after a decade of 

wrangling, but two other agreements are stuck. The United States says the 

Communication and Information Security Memorandum of Agreement (CISMOA) 

would allow it to supply India with encrypted communications equipment and systems. 

The Basic Exchange and Cooperation Agreement is the other pact that would set a 

framework through which the United States could share sensitive data to aid targeting 

and navigation with India. India is concerned that agreeing to the CISMOA would open 

up its military communications to the United States, and even allow it to listen in on 

operations where Indian and U.S. interests may not coincide - such as against arch-rival 

Pakistan, military officials in New Delhi say. 

Radars Turned Off 

Captain Gurpreet Khurana, executive director at the government-funded National 

Maritime Foundation, said India’s underlying concern was having its autonomy 

constrained by binding its military into U.S. codes and operating procedures. Once, the 

Americans proposed a portable “suitcase” communications system called the 

CENTRIXS which could transmit full situational awareness data to Indian ships while 
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the two navies practised together. India refused to allow it to be plugged in for the 

duration of the exercise, citing operational security, according to an Indian source 

briefed on the planning of the exercises. Even the joint air exercises that the two 

countries are conducting as a follow-on to Malabar are severely restricted, the source 

said. India sends its Russian-acquired Sukhoi jets to the drills, but their radars and 

jammers are turned off. David Shear, who served as Assistant Secretary of Defense for 

Asia under President Barack Obama, said U.S. forces, particularly the Navy, were well 

aware of the interoperability constraints to interacting with India. “They understand 

what the obstacles are and that this is going to be a long-term project,” he said. 

Source: in.reuters.com, 22 November 2017 

 

 

The wind in India’s sails 

- Arun Prakash  

India has, since 1998, signed “strategic partnership” agreements with 30 countries and 

organisations, ranging from Afghanistan and ASEAN to Uzbekistan and UAE. Since the 

term “strategic” in international relations implies a convergence of interests in areas of 

security, economics and foreign affairs, perhaps the Ministry of External Affairs (MEA) 

needs to be more discriminating in its choice of partners lumped together in this pro-

forma inventory. Ironically, the US (figuring in this list) has been in quest of a “strategic 

partnership” with India since 1991. As the Cold War ended and winds of change brought 

globalisation and pragmatism to India, the US mooted a set of proposals seeking 

military-to-military cooperation. The Indian Navy (IN), eager to emerge from its 

chrysalis of isolation, took a lead by initiating the first ever Indo-US naval exercises, to 

be named “Malabar”. These became a precursor for bilateral exercises with at least a 

dozen other navies, internationally; it has now become an annual feature of India’s 

maritime outreach. 

 

During the first decade of the century, such diplomatic initiatives by the IN — especially 

in the US context — did not always have a smooth passage. Having a comatose Ministry 

of Defence (MoD) and suspicious MEA were bad enough, but the full political spectrum, 

https://in.reuters.com/article/india-usa-quad/indian-navy-the-odd-man-out-in-asias-quad-alliance-idINKBN1DM0U7
http://indianexpress.com/profile/author/arun-prakash/
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from archaic left-wing ideologues to right-wing ultra-nationalists, could be rallied by an 

accusatory war-cry of “pro-Americanism” to bully the timid ruling UPA coalition. In this 

writer’s experience, every Malabar exercise was hostage to a capricious Parliament, and 

was liable to be cancelled at the last minute. 

The Modi government, in a dynamic foreign policy transformation, has not only backed 

a stronger strategic partnership with the US, it has also converted “Look East” into a 

more positive “Act East” policy and initiated a more intense engagement with the Gulf 

and West Asia. Emphasising inclusivity in the Indian Ocean Region (IOR), Prime 

Minister Narendra Modi encapsulated this thought in the watchword, SAGAR, 

signifying “security and growth for all in the region”. SAGAR should become the 

leitmotif for India’s maritime diplomacy. Against this backdrop, it was a disagreeable 

surprise to read in the September 2017 issue of the respected US Naval Institute 

Proceedings, an article, which, bluntly described Indo-US maritime engagement as, “a 

security cooperation courtship that never gets past the first date”, and then asked 

rhetorically, “If India is not ready, willing or able to play in the maritime security 

cooperation game, what is the benefit of trying to force it?” Modi would, therefore, need 

to bear in mind that while visionary leaders may strategise on a grand scale, their 

policies will be only as good as the implementation on ground by bureaucrats, 

technocrats and diplomats. This aspect assumes salience in light of the November 2017 

revival of the India-Australia-Japan-US quadrilateral (or Quad) dialogue. 

Representatives of the four maritime democracies met ahead of the East Asia Summit, 

in Manila, for “consultation on issues of common interest in the Indo-Pacific region”. 

The renewal of this dormant grouping and repeated use of the term Indo-Pacific by 

President Trump seems to have generated a degree of animation in strategic circles. As 

it happens, the provenance of the Quad, and coining of the term, Indo-Pacific, have an 

Indian context that bears mention. 

 

On December 27, 2004, a few hours after the tsunami struck, I received a phone call 

from distant Hawaii. It was the US Pacific Fleet Commander, requesting IN concurrence 

for deployment of US units in our region and asking for the deputation of a liaison officer 

to the Utapao air base in Thailand, where a joint task force was being set up. That is how 

we found ourselves working in close coordination with a “core group” that included the 

US, Australia, Japan and India; the future Quad. 

http://indianexpress.com/about/narendra-modi
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The term Indo-Pacific was coined by young IN captain, Gurpreet Khurana, in a 2007 

essay, wherein he visualised the linking of the Indian Ocean with the Western Pacific, 

across the Malacca Straits, to form a seamless economic and security continuum. It was 

offered as an alternative to the “Asia-Pacific” paradigm which included only Northeast 

Asia, Southeast Asia and the Pacific islands, and terminated at the Malacca Straits, 

leaving out India. Despite the scepticism of Indian diplomats, the term seems to be here 

to stay. It is in the interest of all nations that peace and stability are preserved and good 

order is maintained at sea in the Indo-Pacific. Ensuring the safety of international 

shipping would involve anti-piracy operations, maritime interdiction and cooperative 

maritime domain awareness. Natural calamities and man-made crises may call for 

humanitarian assistance and disaster relief, non-combatant evacuation, and search and 

rescue operations. No single nation or navy can hope to provide all this, and the Quad 

would be well-placed to form a maritime partnership for the common good. While each 

of the four participants, no doubt, has its own national interests to advance, there is no 

reason for China to suspect containment or “ganging up”. In fact, if all goes well, there 

is no reason why the Quad cannot, subsequently, become a pentagonal or a hexagonal 

partnership. Turning from idealism to realism, there was a time when India’s dynamic 

economy, its demographic profile, military strength and nuclear capability tantalised us 

with the hope of becoming China’s rival. Today, China’s economy is five times the size 

of ours and growing; and this economic asymmetry is reflected in the unfavourable 

military and technological balance. Having translated its enormous economic gains into 

coercive military power, China expects neighbours to submit to its hegemony. 

 

If India is to resist domination and gain a breathing-spell for economic consolidation, it 

will need hand-holding — moral and political — for a few years. At the same time, it 

must boost its military muscle by urgently modernising the armed forces. Above all, 

India must attain true “strategic autonomy” through an infusion of advanced technology 

for its defence-industrial complex. The choices before us are few and stark; and being a 

member of the Quad — a concord of four democracies — has many potential advantages 

that India could adroitly exploit, in many spheres. 

 

Source: indianexpress.com, 24 november 2017 
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“Indo-Pacific”: Meaning, Implications 

-Srdja Trifkovic 

A week after President Donald J. Trump’s return from his 12-day tour of Japan, South 

Korea, China, Vietnam and the Philippines, its fruits are uncertain. Trump called the 

trip “very epic.” On the other hand, the media and establishmentarian analysts have 

predictably declared that he has failed to achieve anything significant. Joshua 

Kurlantzick of the Council on Foreign Relations declared that the trip “did not deliver 

many substantial accomplishments.” According to a report from Hanoi in 

the Washington Post, “Trump’s ‘America First’ looks more and more like ‘America 

Alone.’” 

On the one hand, Trump was received regally in Beijing and lavished extraordinary 

compliments on his host Xi Jinping. On the other, without naming her, he harshly 

criticized China’s trade policies at the Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation summit in Da 

Nang, Vietnam. China remains ambiguous on restraining North Korea, and may even 

quietly encourage Kim Jong-un to persevere with his nuclear program in order to 

increase the price of its eventual good offices. On November 20, Trump returned North 

Korea to the list of “state sponsors of terrorism.” From now on it is even less likely that 

Kim will give up his nuclear arsenal: this designation means that, as far as the U.S. 

government is concerned, regime change in Pyongyang is a legitimate objective. The 

most significant novelty is Trump’s repeated use of the term “Indo-Pacific” instead of 

“Asia-Pacific.” Already at the start of his tour, in Tokyo, he said he was glad to be on his 

“first visit to the Indo-Pacific region” as U.S. president. In Seoul he said that “our 

alliance is more important than ever to peace and security on the Korean Peninsula and 

across the Indo-Pacific region.” When he arrived in Hanoi he said he was honoured to 

be in the “heart of the Indo-Pacific.” At the Forum in Da Nang he said he’d had “the 

honour of sharing our vision for a free and open Indo-Pacific.” At the end of the tour, in 

Manila, he said, “We have been friends, partners and allies in the Indo-Pacific for a long, 

long time.” Shortly before Trump embarked on his tour, Secretary of State Rex Tillerson 

used the term “Indo-Pacific” no fewer than 15 times when he spoke about the US-India 

relationship on October 18. Describing the Indian and Pacific Oceans as a “single 

strategic arena,” he described India and the United States as “bookends” within that 

region. “Indo-Pacific” is potentially a significant novelty in Washington’s geopolitical 

mapping of the world. Its implied objective is to broaden the Asia-Pacific region—in 

which China is clearly dominant—into a more balanced pan-region which would include 

India. Within that pan-region there would be increased cooperation between the United 

https://www.salon.com/2017/11/19/trumps-foreign-policy-is-confused-but-it-isnt-really-trumps
https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/trumps-america-first-looks-more-and-more-like-america-alone/2017/11/11/5cffa150-c666-11e7-aae0-cb18a8c29c65_story.html?utm_term=.d4982093dd1f
https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/trumps-america-first-looks-more-and-more-like-america-alone/2017/11/11/5cffa150-c666-11e7-aae0-cb18a8c29c65_story.html?utm_term=.d4982093dd1f
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/11/20/us/politics/north-korea-trump-terror.html?emc=edit_th_20171121&nl=todaysheadlines&nlid=36138024
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/11/20/us/politics/north-korea-trump-terror.html?emc=edit_th_20171121&nl=todaysheadlines&nlid=36138024
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States, Japan, Australia and India in order to counterbalance China. Particularly 

important in this paradigm is the relationship between India and Japan, at two ends of 

the balancing quadrilateral. The relationship between the two countries has become 

increasingly close in recent years. Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi and Japanese 

Prime Minister Shinzo Abe regularly exchange visits, followed by various political and 

economic agreements. They share unease about China’s rise, especially her naval 

assertiveness in the South China Sea as well as the Indian Ocean region, and her long-

term geopolitical project, the Belt and Road Initiative (BRI). 

In 2007, Japan introduced the concept of an “Arc of Freedom and Prosperity” 

symbolizing a new direction in Japanese foreign policy and aimed at strengthening 

cooperation with countries that shared Japan’s fundamental values. A look at the two 

maps makes it clear that this project is not compatible with China’s BRI. As the Nikkei 

Asian Review’s analyst recently pointed out, this arc originally embraced an even 

grander vision than Xi’s Silk Road vision. It was later modified by Abe to an Indo-Pacific 

grouping of nations including the U.S. and Australia as well as East and South Asia. 

On the other hand, a comprehensive American-Indian strategic partnership seems 

unlikely, and a formal alliance comparable to that the U.S. has with Japan and Australia 

is not on the cards. With her long history of non-alignment and traditionally close ties 

with Russia, India’s policy-making elites are loath to compromise her strategic 

autonomy. China’s Global Times editorialist noted on November 20 that within its new 

“Indo-Asian” paradigm Washington would increasingly demand certain binding duties 

and obligations that a strategic partnership entails. In addition, although Trump has 

developed a good working relationship with Modi, the U.S.-India nuclear agreementhas 

produced periodic disagreements and tensions. It is now precisely a decade since the 

Indo-Asia concept was proposed by Indian Naval Captain Gurpreet S. Khurana, who is 

today Executive Director at the National Maritime Foundation in New Delhi. In a recent 

article he warned that China’s intensified naval presence in the Indian Ocean Region 

(IOR) could lead to increased tensions due to its politico-military involvement in 

regional instabilities and maritime disputes. In such a scenario, he says, “the ‘Indo-

Pacific’ concept would be essential to manage the regional developments and integrate 

China into the established norms of conduct in the IOR.” In the broader sense, Khurana 

concludes, the Pacific and the Indian oceans are poised to acquire greater strategic 

salience for the major powers of the 21st century. Therefore, “a holistic treatment of the 

Indian-Pacific Ocean continuum would be required to assess the evolving balance of 

power in Asia, and to address the fault-lines therein, with the overarching aim of 

preserving regional and global stability.” “Integrating China into the established norms 

https://www.foreignaffairs.com/articles/india/2017-03-30/who-narendra-modi
https://www.foreignaffairs.com/articles/japan/2017-10-31/abes-victory-and-constitutional-revision
https://www.foreignaffairs.com/articles/japan/2017-10-31/abes-victory-and-constitutional-revision
https://www.foreignaffairs.com/reviews/review-essay/2017-06-13/history-chinese-characteristics
https://www.foreignaffairs.com/articles/2017-06-13/course-correction
http://cdn.newsapi.com.au/image/v1/066c51e097708bfd279cd6176f4d2c02
http://www.nippon.com/en/files/d00089en_map.jpg
https://asia.nikkei.com/Viewpoints/Anthony-Rowley/Trump-buys-into-Indo-Pacific-plan-but-it-lacks-BRI-coherence?page=2
https://asia.nikkei.com/Viewpoints/Anthony-Rowley/Trump-buys-into-Indo-Pacific-plan-but-it-lacks-BRI-coherence?page=2
http://www.globaltimes.cn/content/1076150.shtml
http://www.firstpost.com/india/india-us-nuclear-deal-all-you-need-to-know-about-the-landmark-agreement-3596209.html
http://cimsec.org/indo-pacific-concept-retrospect-prospect/34710
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of conduct in the IOR” implies Beijing’s tacit acceptance of India’s strategic 

preponderance in the IOR, which is unlikely to happen. Quite the contrary, China is 

actively trying to establish a presence in the Indian Ocean by building a combined road 

and gas/oil pipeline from Yunnan across Burma (“Myanmar”) to a Burmese deep sea 

port in the Bay of Bengal. India is not pleased with this project. On the other hand, as a 

foreign policy realist, Modi is aware that in the long-term India may face geopolitical 

challenges from the Islamic world to her west (Pakistan) as well as east (Bangladesh), 

and that this threat may be manipulated by Beijing if the Indo-Pacific project develops 

into an instrument for containing China. Pakistan in particular is still a threat and a 

source of chronic regional instability. Its deep state—as embodied in the Directorate for 

Inter-Services Intelligence, ISI—is controlled by officers sympathetic to all sorts of 

jihadist projects and groups. By accepting a key role in the grand design of China-

containment, India would risk reigniting a hotbed of instability on her western border. 

India should not be perceived by Trump, Tillerson and others primarily as a future 

southwestern pillar in the Indo-Pacific strategic chain around China. America’s and 

India’s interests in balancing China’s growing power are not fully overlapping. They 

should be considered in the cold light of Realpolitik, free of a priori assumptions. “The 

overarching aim of preserving regional and global stability” (Capt. Khurana) would be 

better served if the U.S. left the balancing, on whatever terms, to the powers directly 

concerned, from Japan and South Korea via Southeast Asia to the Subcontinent. In the 

absence of a coherent American grand strategy, President Trump would be well advised 

to refrain from a new set of commitments and associated risks on the opposite side of 

the globe. 

Source: www.chroniclesmagazine.org, 22 November 2017 

 

Indian President’s Visit to Djibouti: Fulfilling a Strategic Necessity 

-G.Padmaja 

On the third and fourth of October 2017, the 14th President of India, H.E Ram Nath 

Kovind undertook his first official visit abroad. It was significant that this was to 

Djibouti, an Indian Ocean littoral country of immense geo-strategic importance. 1 

Incidentally, President Kovind is the very first Indian President to officially visit 

Djibouti.  This issue brief examines the significance of the Indian President choosing 

Djibouti as the destination for his maiden outgoing State visit. It outlines the 

http://blogs.r.ftdata.co.uk/beyond-brics/files/2013/07/SHWE-Myanmar-pipline-map.gif
http://blogs.r.ftdata.co.uk/beyond-brics/files/2013/07/SHWE-Myanmar-pipline-map.gif
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sino-Myanmar_pipelines
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sino-Myanmar_pipelines
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-south-asia-13272009
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-south-asia-13272009
https://www.chroniclesmagazine.org/indo-pacific-meaning-implications/
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geostrategic importance of Djibouti, and discusses the State visit, with particular focus 

upon policies that can be adopted to strengthen India-Djibouti relations. 

Geo-Strategic Importance of Djibouti  

Though a small country, with an area of around 23,200 sq. km, Djibouti’s geographical 

location on the Horn of Africa bordering a critical choke point of Bab-el-Mandeb makes 

it geo-strategically significant. It has a population of 957,2712 with most people 

following a moderate form of Sunni Islam. The countries that constitute the Horn of 

Africa are Djibouti, Somalia, Ethiopia and Eritrea. Djibouti is located at the confluence 

of the Red Sea with the Gulf of Aden and the Indian Ocean. It connects Africa, West Asia 

and the rest of Asia. The Strait of Bab-el-Mandeb, a 17 nm wide stretch of water that 

connects the Gulf of Aden with Red Sea and thereby the Suez Canal, is located between 

Yemen in the Arabian Peninsula, and Djibouti and Eritrea in the Horn of Africa. It is 

through the Bab-el-Mandeb that Persian Gulf oil, natural gas and petroleum products 2 

are shipped to Europe and North America. The European Union’s and North Africa’s oil 

exports and merchandise trade with China, Japan, India and the rest of Asia, also pass 

through this strait. Likewise, some 50 per cent of China’s oil imports must also cross 

Bab-el-Mandeb. Thus, the closure of this strait, for any reason, would not only cut off 

the flow of oil and trade, but also impact the economic and political stability of a number 

of countries. 

Djibouti lies close to the restive areas of Africa and West Asia, wherein domestic, 

regional and global politics already threaten the stability in the region, and thereby, the 

conduct of safe and secure maritime trade. Major insecurities emanate from piracy and 

militancy off Somalia, while concerns arising from the deteriorating security situation 

in war-torn Yemen are rising steadily. Thus, given Djibouti’s geo-strategic importance 

and its proximity to unstable geographical areas, several countries have established 

military bases in this small country. France, which ruled Djibouti during the colonial 

period, has a base here, and this base also hosts soldiers from other European countries. 

After the terror attacks of 11 September 2001, the USA established a military base in 

Djibouti as part of its war on terror. Named Camp Lemonnier, it is America’s largest 

military base in Africa, with as many as 4,000 personnel stationed in it. Japan, too has 

acquired a facility since 2011 to enable it to support its anti-piracy operations in the Gulf 

of Aden.4 Likewise, Saudi Arabia and Qatar are also reported to have bases. 

In July 2017, China set up its first foreign military base, once again in Djibouti. 6 China 

has acquired land for its base on a ten-year lease till 2026. The reasons given by China 
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for establishing the base are that it will facilitate rest and rehabilitation for Chinese 

troops involved in various activities such as its shipping-escort missions in the Gulf of 

Aden and waters off Somalia; UN peacekeeping operations; and, humanitarian rescue 

missions, as was seen when China evacuated its citizens from Libya and Yemen. The 

military base, Beijing argues, will also help protect Chinese investments in Africa, and 

Chinese nationals working on infrastructure projects in the region.7 It is important to 

note that China has already invested in the infrastructure sector in Djibouti, including 

a port and a 750 km-long rail line, which links landlocked Ethiopia to Djibouti and 

facilitates economic activity between the two countries. Significantly, China and 

Djibouti also concluded a Defence and Security Agreement in 2014. 

Djibouti is able to manoeuvre successfully among countries of diverse strategic interests 

and geopolitical leanings. The earnings that it receives from the bases set up on its land 

are critical to its economy. Some of the countries that have established bases are also 

investing in other infrastructure projects within Djibouti8. There appears to be little 

concern within the Government of Djibouti about the geographical implications of 

offering extra-regional powers quite so firm a footing within the Indian Ocean. 

The Visit  

Though President Kovind’s visit is the first high-level visit from India to Djibouti, it 

needs to be seen as part of the continuum of India’s broader engagement with Africa. 

The Third India-Africa Forum Summit (IAFS III), held in India between 26 and 29 

October 2015, provided a decisive thrust to India-Africa relations. Representatives of all 

54 African countries participated in the Summit; among whom were 41 Heads of State 

or Government. Later, India’s apex leadership, including its Prime Minister, the then 

Vice-President, and, the then President, all paid official visits to various countries in 

Africa. Interestingly, most of these visits were to coastal States, whose shores are washed 

by the waters of the Indian Ocean, or the Atlantic Ocean or the Mediterranean Sea. Yet, 

Djibouti was not amongst these. However, President Guelleh of Djibouti did visit India 

in October 2015, to participate in IAFS III. On that occasion, he had a bilateral meeting 

with the Indian Prime Minister Modi. In fact, the first major visit from Djibouti to India 

was undertaken by Djibouti’s President Ismail Omar Guelleh in May 2003. President 

Kovind was reciprocating the gesture to highlight the importance to India of Djibouti 

and the Horn of Africa in particular; and Africa in general. 

The visit also enabled the Indian President to express India’s gratitude to Djibouti for 

its logistical support to the civilian evacuation from Yemen, in April 2015, undertaken 



Page 58 of 70 
 

by the Indian Navy (Operation RAHAT). The growing instability in Yemen and the 

military intervention by Saudi Arabia in that country had put the lives of nearly 5,000 

Indian nationals in Yemen in danger. Indian warships evacuated not only these 4 

stranded Indians but also 2,000 nationals of over forty countries, and disembarked 

them in Djibouti from where they were transported to their respective countries.9 At 

present, Djibouti also hosts the Embassy of India to Yemen. 

Obviously, India-Djibouti economic relations too were discussed during the 

Presidential visit. In 2016-17, India’s bilateral trade with Djibouti was a mere US$ 284 

million.10 The visit sought to up this in significant fashion and spelt out the investment 

opportunities for Indian companies in infrastructure projects such as road construction, 

port development, power transmission and transport in Djibouti. This is because 

Djibouti is an important entry port and transshipment point for the region’s landlocked 

countries. The visit also enabled to highlight the opportunities offered by the Blue 

Economy to build new partnerships. 

Given the geo-strategic importance of Djibouti as an important Indian Ocean littoral, 

one would have expected that issues of maritime security would be given primacy in 

discussions held by the President. However, the India-Djibouti Joint Statement does 

not specifically refer to maritime issues. It, however, does mention that both the 

countries acknowledged India’s role for the maintenance of peace and stability in the 

Horn of Africa. It is important to note in this context that the Indian Navy warships have 

been making regular calls at Djibouti for Operational Turns Around while conducting 

anti-piracy operations in the Gulf of Aden since November 2008; during combined 

exercises with the US and French navies; and, for overseas deployment. Following the 

Indian President’s visit, the interaction between the navies of the two countries may be 

institutionalized. 

During the visit, India and Djibouti held discussions on eradicating the menace of 

terrorism; the reform of UN Security Council; the importance of the International Solar 

Alliance; and ways and means to deepen economic relations. An MoU was also signed 

on Foreign Office Consultations between the two countries.11 The visit could also result 

in the up-gradation of bilateral diplomatic relations. Presently, the Honorary Consul of 

India has been functioning in Djibouti since 1969, while Djibouti opened its embassy in 

India in 2004. 

The dominant narrative among many analysts was that the Chinese inroads in Djibouti 

including the establishment of its first foreign military base had influenced the choice 
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of the Indian President’s maiden visit to Horn of Africa. While this may be one of the 

influencing factors, the visit was indeed motivated by a larger purpose. It sought to 

establish political relations at the highest level so that they will help to safeguard India’s 

interests in this region. These interests are vital to India’s economic and social 

wellbeing, and are independent of the ‘China factor’. These include, among others, the 

safety of the thousands of Indian nationals working in West Asia, and the safe shipping 

of critical energy imports sourced from this sub-region. While the two countries have 

cooperated at multilateral fora including the India-Africa Forum Summits, effective 

bilateral cooperation has remained a relative void. The visit filled this strategic vacuum. 

One can expect that high level interactions would now continue and that subsequent 

visits would focus on specific agreements and issues related to maritime security, 

challenges and cooperation. 

Symbolism has an important place in diplomacy. Although ‘matters maritime’ were not 

discussed specifically, the very fact that Djibouti was chosen for President Kovind’s first 

outgoing visit conveys the growing centrality of maritime issues in India’s foreign policy. 

Unlike extra-regional stakeholders such as the USA, China and Japan, India occupies a 

central position in the Indian Ocean Region astride the main International Shipping 

Lanes (ISLs). India does not seek a military base in Djibouti. However, President 

Kovind’s visit spells out loud and clear, without saying so, that the Indian Ocean is 

India’s ‘primary area of maritime interest’12, and that India intends to be a ‘net security 

provider’13 in the Indian Ocean Region. 

Looking Ahead 

Djibouti has shown that like in many other parts of the world, it too can manoeuvre 

adroitly with multiple powers – be they the USA, China, Japan, France or India. In such 

a scenario, India needs to conduct its diplomacy in a very competitive atmosphere. India 

has been late in undertaking a high level bilateral visit to Djibouti. However, having 

made a beginning, it is important that a serious follow up is made and a vibrant, broad- 

6 based bilateral relation is established. Cooperation on maritime issues will have to be 

a byproduct of this solid foundation. 

The SAGAR14 template of focus on both bilateral and multilateral security and 

economic relations, capacity building and capability-enhancement of the Indian Ocean 

littorals, and, a regional response to maritime challenges through regional institutions, 

has to be implemented in Djibouti. Given Djibouti’s geo-strategic importance and the 

nature of its relations with global powers, it has to be actively made part of discussions 
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on the emerging security architecture in the Indian Ocean Region. Its inputs have to be 

incorporated to work out customised solutions to maritime challenges, especially as the 

Horn of Africa is a region beset with maritime insecurities. 

One of the more important issues highlighted during the IAFS III held in India in 

October 2015 was cooperation in the Blue Economy. The Framework for Strategic 

Cooperation spelt out that India and Africa would place special emphasis on closer 

collaboration through training, capacity building and joint projects in developing 

sustainable fisheries, maritime connectivity, managing marine resources, promoting 

eco-tourism and developing renewable energy. It was also agreed that they would 

pursue cooperation in hydrography, port operations and marine transport; address 

illegal and unregulated fishing; develop infrastructure in coastal areas; develop 

ecofriendly marine industries and technologies; and, build new networks of activity in 

coastal areas and associated hinterlands. 16 India needs to identify and implement 

specific projects in Djibouti in all these areas, as the latter is seeking investments to 

enable it to make big developmental strides. India also needs to spell out, in much more 

detail, the cultural, civilizational and nautical linkages between India and Djibouti. This 

will help in deepening its maritime diplomacy with Djibouti. It will bring out that India, 

as a maritime nation, has always had a pervasive global maritime influence and this was 

achieved without any domination or force. India should convey that whatever policies 

other countries may make, its actions will be anchored on this spirit of cooperation, co-

existence, and an absence of coercion. It is here that the relevance of India’s Project 

Mausam17 is most evident, and this needs to be implemented in Djibouti as well. 

Conclusion  

Djibouti is a country of great geo-strategic significance in the Horn of Africa, playing 

host to the military bases of several major countries of the world. Quite clearly, 

extraregional stakeholders are strengthening their respective footholds in the Indian 

Ocean Region. While India does not need a military base in Djibouti, it needs to spell 

out that it is a major stakeholder in ensuring the stability and security of the region. The 

historic visit by H.E. President Ram Nath Kovind to Djibouti has sent this message loud 

and clear. It has laid the foundation for a vibrant, broad based bilateral relationship with 

an important Indian Ocean littoral. India needs to now sincerely build upon this 

foundation and implement specific projects in the economic, cultural, social and 

security areas. 

Source: www.maritimeindia.org, 21 November 2017 

http://www.maritimeindia.org/View%20Profile/636468166295101920.pdf
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Revival of Quadrilateral: A shift in India’s Policy towards China? 

-Dinesh Yadav 

The prospect of a revival of the Quadrilateral Security Dialogue (QSD), involving the US, 

India, Japan and Australia, has recently set the international media abuzz. The first 

meeting of the Dialogue was held in Manila on the sidelines of the East Asia Summit on 

13-14 November.  

Beijing, on expected lines, has reacted sharply stating that “relationships between 

countries in the Asia-Pacific region should not be a zero sum game and that good 

relations between US and India or Japan and India should not be at someone else’s 

expense”. 

The QSD, an informal strategic dialogue between the US, India, Japan and Australia, 

had initially been established in 2007. The Dialogue was paralleled by combined 

military exercises of an unprecedented scale, as witness MALABAR 2007, which saw 

participation by all four countries, and Singapore too. This diplomatic and military 

arrangement was widely perceived as ‘signaling’ to an assertive China. Beijing 

responded by issuing a démarche to the participating countries. Subsequently, in 2008, 

with the withdrawal of Australia during Kevin Rudd’s tenure as the Prime Minister, 

owing to concerns about Beijing’s reactions, the QSD ceased. 

Since then, Australia has not participated in MALABAR, whereas Japan participated in 

2009 and 2014 and became a permanent partner in the exercise with effect from 2015. 

The last edition of the exercise was held in the Bay of Bengal in July 2017, with a total 

of 16 warships (including one aircraft carrier each from the participant countries, 

namely USS Nimitz, INS Vikramaditya and JS Izumo), two submarines and 95 aircraft 

participating in the exercise. 

Ever since Prime Minister Kevin Rudd demitted office, and especially since 2015, 

Australia has regularly been bidding for restoration as a participant in MALABAR series. 

In the run up to MALABAR 2017, Australia renewed its request, but, although its request 

was endorsed by the US and Japan, India, acting partly out of concern for Chinese 

sensitivities, and partly owing to its own reservations against multilateral military 

groupings/ alliances, declined to accommodate  the Australian request. 

https://thediplomat.com/2014/05/shinzo-abes-quadrilateral-initiative-gone-and-forgotten/
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/world/china/china-hopes-india-us-australia-japan-quadrilateral-wont-damage-third-party/articleshow/61521305.cms
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/world/china/china-hopes-india-us-australia-japan-quadrilateral-wont-damage-third-party/articleshow/61521305.cms
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/defence/no-one-can-contain-china-chinese-envoy/articleshow/61350370.cms
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Of the three countries envisioned to be involved with the US in the QSD and the 

expanded MALABAR exercises, only India has had reservations as it has traditionally 

guarded its ability to forge an independent foreign policy, staying equidistant from the 

multilateral security arrangements. Also, risks and benefits involved in such 

multilateral security dialogues and exercises, which Beijing might consider as inimical 

to its interest, would be totally different for India and Japan, being China’s next door 

neighbours, than for the US and Australia.  

The Quadrilateral was dormant for almost a decade since withdrawal of Australia in 

2008. The expansion of MALABAR was also put on hold, despite consistent nudge by 

all other stakeholders, owing to India's discomfiture with multilateral groupings and 

exercises and also India’s attempts at maintaining cordial relations with China. What 

has changed then between May this year, when India declined the Australian request 

for participation in the MALABAR exercise and now, in November, when India appears 

to have shed its inhibitions and the QSD now appears to be taking a formal shape?  

There have been two major developments of particular significance recently that 

explains the possible reasons for the change in India’s approach. In past one year, China 

has witnessed an unprecedented consolidation of power by its President, Xi Jinping, 

who today, is unarguably, the most powerful Chinese President of all time. And the 

history of modern China amply indicates that each time China has used military as its 

foreign policy tool, this has been preceded by consolidation of power by the Chinese 

President. 

With most power concentrated in Xi's hands, it is almost certain that China would get 

even more aggressive in the coming times. An all-powerful leader in a totalitarian 

powerful state is not a good news for its neighbors, especially those with which it has 

unresolved territorial disputes. India would surely be aware of the consequences of 

these changes in China and consequently, is bound to explore various possibilities to 

offset the resultant developments.  

Also, Xi’s consolidation of power was simultaneously followed by Beijing's intransigence 

and bellicose posture over the Doklam crisis, thereby exacerbating India’s concerns. 

PLA’s belligerent stand at Doklam, duly supported through regular acerbic and 

provocative Chinese media observations on the issue, would have probably pushed New 

Delhi towards exploring various possible avenues to counter an increasingly aggressive 

China. The US, Japan and Australia easily qualify to be the like-minded partners with 

converging interests in the region. The formalization of the QSD and expansion of 
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MALABAR exercises, in partnership with these nations, appear to be the foremost of the 

available options.  

The recent developments, therefore, appear to be a move towards the return of the 

Quadrilateral arrangement to supplement the regional security architecture in the Indo- 

Pacific region. The enhanced trilateral engagements existing between the four nations 

(US – India – Japan, US - Japan - Australia) would provide a sound groundwork for a 

seamless return to the QSD. Formalisation of the QSD could lead to expansion of 

MALABAR, and it might be possible that 2018 edition of MALABAR features Australia 

too. 

India has long followed the policy of hedging against China, carefully carrying out the 

policies of engagement and balancing simultaneously. With Beijing getting increasingly 

more assertive and aggressive in articulating and furthering its core interests, some of 

these unfavorable to India’s interest, New Delhi would look to explore potent and 

credible avenues to balance Beijing’s moves in the region. The Quadrilateral Security 

Dialogue and expanded MALABAR exercises are palpably two of those possible avenues. 

Also, if Beijing continues to push its aggressive agenda with obstinacy, even other 

nations of the region that are uncomfortable with the Chinese assertiveness, such as 

Singapore, Vietnam, Indonesia etc, might also join in either of QSD/ MALABAR in 

coming years. 

Source: www.maritimeindia.org, 22 November 2017 

 

 Ambitious Asia Trip for a US President leaves longing for more 

- Chin Hao Huang 

With five countries in 12 days, US President Donald Trump’s Asia visit was ambitious. 

He managed to check off some of the key items he wanted to address, especially on 

airing concerns about unfair trade practices and the North Korean crisis, but on the 

whole his visit fell short in providing a coherent vision on a number of important, 

strategic issues.For starters, there was limited clarity on US leadership and what it 

stands for in this part of the world. Although Trump had already signalled US 

withdrawal from the Trans Pacific Partnership before he entered office, he missed the 

opportunity to articulate and convey a credible alternative in this trip to reassure 
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partners on how future trade relations with the region will be affected, and what a rules-

based order for a more balanced economic partnership might look like. The economic 

nationalism he championed did not square with the message that the US wants to 

engage Asia in an open and competitive manner. Righting the US’s trade imbalance will 

be difficult to accomplish in a relatively short period of time and will probably not come 

to fruition during his presidency. He gained points from his domestic constituents, but 

in so doing may have sacrificed US standing as a proponent for free and open trade in 

the region. 

 

The Us-China Relationship 

Trump’s visit to China had a lot of anticipation from external observers and those 

watching from the US. Optics matter, and the fact that Trump was able to announce 

nearly US$250 billion worth of commercial deals and bilateral investments with China 

was an important achievement. Where the US-China trade deficit ranks around US$500 

billion last year, securing a deal that amounts to half of the trade deficit reflects his 

business acumen, as well as his promise to his base supporters and those affected by the 

hollowing out of manufacturing in the US rust belt. But it is a pyrrhic victory at best, 

one that reflects a short-term, uncertain gain that comes with some cost. This is a one-

time deal with no guarantee of continuation into the future. It is also unclear how much 

of that US$250 billion will trickle back into the US economy or provide new 

employment opportunities for US workers. At the US-China bilateral summit, it was left 

to China President Xi Jinping to articulate the message and idea that the Pacific has 

enough room for two great powers to engage in a friendly, cordial and strategic 

competition.  Trump’s predecessors normally emphasise this message when meeting 

with Chinese leaders to challenge and inspire China to live up to the expectations of a 

responsible stakeholder while welcoming China’s role as a strong, confident country in 

the region. Trump may have secured an impressive commercial deal, but the broader 

picture of how he intends to work with the world’s second largest economy on a host of 

strategic issues of mutual interest was conspicuously missing. 

For the most part, China will remain a reactive partner in this bilateral relationship. It 

cannot afford to prematurely challenge the US too assertively. Even as it begins to 

establish its own spheres of influence, it is mindful of addressing enduring regional 

scepticism of its newfound material power and capabilities. This is all the more 

important as the Chinese economy braces for a tough transition. On the back of the 19th 

Party Congress’ conclusion, there are high expectations for Xi to continue to deliver on 

http://www.channelnewsasia.com/news/trump-s-us-250-billion-china--miracle--adds-gloss-to--off-kilter--trade-9390384
http://www.channelnewsasia.com/news/commentary/commentary-china-ambition-xi-jinping-party-congress-future-9342456
http://www.channelnewsasia.com/news/commentary/commentary-china-ambition-xi-jinping-party-congress-future-9342456
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economic programmes that bridge income disparity and provide more balanced growth. 

A stable and peaceful international environment is thus a strategic imperative for Xi to 

be able to deliver on these domestic priorities. For Trump to address these issues in his 

summit with Xi would have been a welcome sign of a stable and mature US-China 

partnership, that the US is keen to work with China, help it become strong and 

prosperous, and reinforce a rules-based order in the economic and security domains. 

Acknowledging China’s rightful place in regional hierarchy is important and sends the 

right tone to the region that these two major powers are not heading toward a head-on 

collision. 

 

Us Relations with Key Allies 

Broadly speaking, there were no major surprises in Trump’s visits to key allies in the 

region. If anything, one takeaway is that leadership personalities matter in foreign 

policy decision-making processes. The positive chemistry and relatability between 

Trump and his counterparts in Japan, South Korea, and the Philippines helped set the 

tone for a constructive working relationship in the bilateral alliances. Each of the US 

allies probably came away having a better and first-hand understanding of this 

president’s unique style. Trump is not a mainstream politician with whom these allies 

have been used to negotiating bilateral deals. His business oriented mentality is clear 

from the way he played down traditional values like human rights in US foreign policy 

for the sake of pragmatism. Issues of importance in bilateral alliances may thus have to 

be framed in ways that identify more clearly with what is at stake for US interests in 

order to elicit Trump’s attention. 

Asean, South China Sea 

With regards to Southeast Asia, there was no clear follow-up to the US-

ASEAN Sunnylands working partnership struck in 2016. The expectation that Trump 

would come to Asia and get everything right is perhaps too ambitious. But, it was 

likewise a missed opportunity to reaffirm the importance of the region’s only major 

security and economic architecture, especially as ASEAN marks its 50th anniversary 

this year. The US was one of the first dialogue partners of ASEAN and the first outside 

of the region to appoint an ambassador to the organisation. For four of the first five 

decades, the US and ASEAN have been steadfast partners in the diplomatic, economic, 

security, cultural, and educational domains, and it would be at the US’s own peril to 

minimise ASEAN’s multilateral significance going forward. 

http://www.channelnewsasia.com/news/china-s-xi-lays-out-vision-for--new-era--led-by--still-stronger--communist-party-9320160
http://www.channelnewsasia.com/news/commentary/commentary-trump-s-japan-trip-reveals-two-faces-of-america-9389580
http://www.channelnewsasia.com/news/commentary/commentary-trump-s-visit-to-south-korea-highlights-an-alliance-9390906
http://www.channelnewsasia.com/news/human-rights-skirted-at-asia-summit-as-trump-rounds-off-tour-9402344
http://www.channelnewsasia.com/news/initiative-to-connect-us-asean-entrepreneurs-investors-and-busin-8196282
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The US in looking at the next steps to reinforce its longstanding influence in this part of 

the world will have to take into account Southeast Asian interests articulated through 

ASEAN more seriously. The South China Sea is one such area of immediate concern and 

priority. The off-the-cuff comment about Trump’s personal willingness to mediate on 

the South China Sea dispute was unscripted. That no regional leaders, especially those 

from the claimant states, immediately took him up on his offer is quite telling about 

regional preferences. Rather than accepting Trump’s personal mediation in a highly 

contested conflict, Vietnam, for instance, preferred US’s continued commitment to the 

freedom of navigation operations in the high seas. This appears to be the way the region 

would like to see continued US engagement and contributions to regional stability. The 

US will have to pay closer attention to regional consensus and preferences. Doing so 

would not only ensure freedom of navigation in the contested waters but it would also 

help instil a sense of confidence in ASEAN as it enters the final and arguably most 

difficult stretch of working out the details on the Code of Conduct with China. The 

sticking point is whether the COC will be binding, which is Southeast Asian countries’ 

preference. It is important for the US to continue to ensure that Southeast Asian 

countries have the confidence going into the final negotiations with China, and that 

freedom of navigation operations are working in tandem with these regional interests. 

Trump’s Asia trip deserves an A for effort.  In terms of the trip’s content and substance, 

it leaves one longing for more on a coherent US strategy and vision in Asia. This might 

seem consistent with Trump’s style of leaving his audience in suspense on his next 

moves. Regardless of whether the build-up of this strategic anticipation is planned or 

not, concretising US strategy in Asia will need to start with a more deft understanding 

of regional politics and priorities. 

Source: www.channelnewsasia.com, 18 November 2017 

 

Australia ‘White Paper’ seeks closer economic ties with India, China 

After a prolonged gap, Australia has unveiled its foreign policy ‘White Paper’ which calls 

for strong economic ties with both India and China but emphasises that closer 

engagement with Beijing would be accompanied by frictions arising from different 

interests, values and political and legal systems of the two countries. ‘’India now sits in 

the front rank of Australia’s international partnerships. We are seeking much closer 

economic ties. Beyond an increasingly important economic relationship, our security 

interests are congruent, particularly in relation to the stability and openness of the 

http://www.channelnewsasia.com/news/trump-offers-to-mediate-in-south-china-sea-row-9399824
http://www.channelnewsasia.com/news/south-china-sea-code-of-conduct-talks-to-be-stabiliser-for-9404290
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Indian Ocean, ‘’said the ‘White Paper’ released by Australian Prime Minister Malcolm 

Turnbul. The ‘White Paper’ has been unveiled days after Australia, India, Japan and the 

United States held their first quadrilateral meeting in the Philippines on the margins of 

the ASEAN Summit, in an obvious attempt to counter China’s hegemonistic designs in 

the region. The lengthy document has a clear message for US President Donald Trump 

and for American policy-makers. Australia recognised there was a great deal of 

uncertainty in the US about the costs and benefits of its leaderships in parts of the 

international system. But Australia believed that the US’ engagement to support a rules-

based order was in its own interests and in the interests of wider international stability, 

the paper said. The document observed that India and Australia have common interests 

in upholding international law, especially in relation to freedom of navigation and 

maritime security. ’’We are both pluralist democracies. Our education links and 

Australia’s large and rapidly growing Indian diaspora add depth to these common 

interests.’’ It added that India would remain the pre-eminent maritime power among 

Indian Ocean countries. Australia wanted to work with India as both countries invest in 

enhanced naval capabilities. ‘’We already conduct joint naval exercises and we are 

deepening our broader defence cooperation and expanding our information sharing.’’ 

It went on to say, ‘’With India and others, we seek to strengthen regional architecture in 

the Indian Ocean ~ including the Indian Ocean Rim Association (IORA) ~ and 

encourage more coordinated responses to developments affecting security in the Indian 

Ocean region.’’ The ‘White Paper’ said Australia strongly encouraged India’s strategic 

engagement with East Asia and the US. ‘’We will work with India in the East Asia 

Summit (EAS) and build on the growing strategic collaboration between Australia, India 

and Japan.’’ Indo-Pacific democracies of Japan, Indonesia, India and South Korea were 

of first order importance to Australia, both as major bilateral partners in their own right 

and as countries that would influence the shape of the regional order, it added. At the 

same time, Australia would strengthen relations with China, now a major geopolitical 

player with the capacity to influence virtually all of Australia’s international interests. 

Source: www.thestatesman.com, 18 November 2017 

Is Indo-Pacific the 'New' Pivot? 

- Zhiqun Zhu 

Government officials and scholars around the world have quickly switched their labels 

for Asia from “Asia Pacific” to “Indo-Pacific” after President Donald Trump popularized 

the latter during his first Asia trip in November 2017. “Indo-Pacific” as a geopolitical 

http://www.thestatesman.com/india/australia-white-paper-seeks-closer-economic-ties-with-india-china-1502536494.html
http://nationalinterest.org/profile/zhiqun-zhu
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concept first appeared in European publications in the 1920s. For example, it was 

mentioned in retired German general Karl Ernst Haushofer’s Geopolitics of the Pacific 

Ocean. In recent years, however, several countries, including the United States, Japan, 

Australia and India, have rekindled their interest in this concept, with some people 

suggesting that the four countries should form a democratic quadrangle in the region. 

In fact, the four countries held the first quadrilateral meeting at the ministerial level on 

the sidelines of the 2017 ASEAN Summit in Manila recently. While all four members 

have denied any connection of the quadrilateral to China, there is absolutely no doubt 

that the rise of China has led them to balance that rise and perhaps contest the new 

hegemon. 

U.S. Secretary of State Rex Tillerson first promoted a “free and open Indo-Pacific” in his 

speech at CSIS on October 18, boosting India’s stature in America’s Asia policy, and 

President Trump mentioned “Indo-Pacific” several times during his Asia trip. However, 

it is unclear exactly what this concept entails—especially regarding the future relations 

between India and China. It may be tempting to group democracies in the region as a 

natural camp against the rise of a nondemocratic China, but such a division will have 

unsettling consequences for a largely peaceful and stable region. India is a leader in the 

nonaligned movement and has maintained an independent foreign policy since 1947. 

Unlike the United States and Japan, the Indian government has not showed much 

enthusiasm and has wisely taken a restrained approach towards the “Indo-Pacific” 

concept, mindful of China’s sensitivities. For India, such a concept is neither new nor 

particularly exciting since India’s “Look East” and “Act East” policies already consider 

itself as part of the dynamic Asia. If India joins a potentially anti-China camp as some 

might have hoped, then India’s relations with its largest trading partner will 

undoubtedly deteriorate and Asia will become more unstable. Both India and China 

follow the “Five Principles of Peaceful Coexistence,” known as the Panchsheel Treaty, 

which was developed by Jawaharlal Nehru and Zhou Enlai, so external nomenclatures 

such as “rebalance” to Asia or “Indo-Pacific” are unlikely to disrupt India-China 

relations. The India-China standoff at Doklam/Donglang that ended diplomatically in 

August is quite telling of the relationship: it’s full of challenges, but the two powers have 

the wisdom and will to resolve their problems peacefully. 

Due to long-standing border disputes, power rivalry, and strategic distrust, India and 

China have their work cut out for them to improve their complex relations in the years 

ahead. First of all, this relationship is asymmetric. While China does not take India very 

seriously, India is super-sensitive to every move China makes. The Chinese tend to 

ignore India and even deride its “backwardness” while Indians are fixated on China, 

https://books.google.com/books/about/An_English_Translation_and_Analysis_of_M.html?id=IpMOAQAAMAAJ
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/india/quadrilateral-coalition-india-us-japan-and-australia-hold-first-meeting-of-officials-on-indo-pacific-cooperation/articleshow/61617951.cms
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determined to beat the giant neighbor in every aspect. Those Chinese who have briefly 

visited India with a superficial understanding of the country often report that India is 

dirty and messy and is decades behind China in infrastructure. 

But India aims to catch and surpass China, much like China’s focus on the United States. 

Indian students studying in China have increased steadily in the past decade. A record 

18,717 Indian students were enrolled at Chinese colleges in 2016. In contrast, only about 

two thousand Chinese students were studying in India. In the past two decades, China 

invested tens of billions of U.S. dollars in Africa and Latin America, but its share of total 

foreign direct investment in India is only 0.5 percent, despite being India’s largest 

trading partner, according to India’s Department of Industrial Policy & Promotion. 

Going forward, China will need to pay more attention to India and India must work 

harder to entice more investment and young people from China. 

Second, the 1962 war casts a long shadow on relations today. Prime Ministers Nehru 

and Zhou formed close personal bond in the early 1950s as they worked together to push 

for South-South cooperation. Yet the border war broke out in October 1962, setting back 

the relationship, and Indians still feel deeply humiliated. If there is another war, India 

is determined to take revenge. Statements such as “The India of 2017 is different from 

what it was in 1962” by India’s defense minister Arun Jaitley reveal such sentiment. 

Meanwhile, China continues to fume over India’s hosting of the Tibetan government in 

exile and allowing the Dalai Lama to visit the disputed Tawang area. One should not 

forget history, but it is unwise to let historical disputes dictate relations today. 

Third, and most significantly, India and China are engaged in a strategic rivalry, 

particularly in South Asia and the Indian Ocean. The two countries have cooperated well 

in BRICS and Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank, and recently India, together with 

Pakistan, joined the Shanghai Cooperation Organization. But India remains frustrated 

by China’s “all-weather friendship” with arch-enemy Pakistan, which opposed India’s 

bid in the Nuclear Suppliers Group and provided tepid support to India’s ambition to 

become a permanent member of the UN Security Council. China, on the other hand, is 

irritated by India’s strengthening of strategic ties with the United States and Japan and 

growing voice in the South China Sea brawl. 

China opened its first military base overseas in Djibouti in 2016. Djibouti’s position on 

the northwestern edge of the Indian Ocean has fueled worry in New Delhi that China is 

encircling India with a string of partnerships that include Sri Lanka, Bangladesh, 

Myanmar and Nepal. China’s Belt and Road Initiative has generated widespread 

http://www.moe.gov.cn/jyb_xwfb/xw_fbh/moe_2069/xwfbh_2017n/xwfb_170301/170301_sjtj/201703/t20170301_297677.html
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interest. So far India has not publicly supported it and dislikes the China-Pakistan 

Economic Corridor (CPEC) that passes through the controversial territory of Kashmir. 

Frankly speaking, it will not be easy to overcome key hurdles in Sino-Indian relations. 

To allay mutual security concerns, India and China could work together to implement 

the proposed Bangladesh-China-India-Myanmar Corridor, and interlink it with the 

CPEC and thus create a grand South Asian Economic Corridor, as suggested by an 

aide to India’s former Prime Minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee. China should also help India 

to become a full member of the Asia Pacific Economic Cooperation. A free, open, 

prosperous and inclusive Indo-Pacific serves the long-term interests of all countries in 

the region. But if this concept turns out to be a divisive vision for Asia, both India and 

China must oppose it since it will destabilize the region and add fuel to the fire in the 

delicate bilateral relationship. As two large emerging powers, India and China have huge 

stakes in Asia’s future. Obviously they will benefit from a cooperative, not a 

confrontational, relationship. 

Source: nationalinterest.org, 23 November 2017 
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